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Tue ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Patience is a virtue, and unfortunately is too often 
its own reward. We are advised to be patient and 
wait for the good things which the War Office will 

‘give the Veterinary Department. Possibly this 


a advice is good, but it rather suggests the possession 


of a simple faith such as was shown by little chil- 
dren who obeyed the command to “ shut your eyes 
and open your mouth and see what will be sent 
you.” The fact is we are all tired of waiting, dis- 
gusted with the treatment we receive, and very 
sceptical of any improvements to be made. 

When the Romans in days of old got impatient 
the rulers gave them bread and circuses—amuse- 
ment and food—some distraction. In these days of 
representative government the little clique of 
governing families—irrespective of party—offer us 
Royal Commissions, Departmental Committees, 
etc. They pretend to do something and really do 
nothing. We get sick of waiting and grumbling, 
and our grievances are passed by. 

To move a government department is no easy 
task. The vis inerti@ of a heavy body is difficult 
to overcome, but the only way to move it is to keep 
on trying—to keep up an energetic attack. 

The ordinary practitioner has little direct interest 
in the struggles of the veterinary department, but 
; he has a large indirect interest. The Government 
official is not allowed to speak; his friends must 
speak for him, and when, as in our case, the posi- 
tion of the State official affects the state of the civil 
practitioner it is our interest to do what we can to 
help our ill-used brother. 

For half-a-year we have been waiting and hoping, 
we have been silent and patient. Nothing is done, 
and it is time we began again to move. The 
game is really in our own hands if we would play 
it actively. Let no man join the Army Veterinary 
Department. Let us all and every one appeal to our 
district Member of Parliament for justice. Let us 
worry the War Office in every possible way and we 
shall then obtain what is right and just. If we 
exercise patience we shall get nothing. The hard 
fact is that although we have representative govern- 
ment in theory no class ever obtained justice, let 
alone a privilege, except by continued fighting. The 
veterinary profession has for years been increasing 
its education and examinations, been forcing up a 
higher standard, social and professional, but has 
obtained no recognition of its efforts save what was 
wrung from unwilling authorities. If our action is 
to attain success we must continue actively to press 
our claims, and the only way to do so is through 
Members of Parliament. 


Next general election is not far off. If this 








Government declines to listen to reason perhaps the 
next will. Our votes may not be numerically strong 
but our influence properly used will affect many 
votes—and votes seem to be the only thing poli- 
ticians pay any regard to. 


Our REGISTER. 


The report of the first part of the Council meet- 
ing, which appeared last week, contains much of 
interest. One portion refers to an apparently 
small matter—the Register. This annual publica- 
tion which is of the greatest interest to every 
member of the Body Corporate costs the profes- 
sion about £30 a year, and a few Members of 
Council seem to imagine this is a serious loss. 
Upon this Register depends our right to practice as 
veterinary surgeons, our right to sue for debts, and 
many other privileges. The paltry loss of £30 is a 
matter of small importance, and yet to economise 
some members of Council were prepared to hand 
over the publication of our official Register to a 
private firm who proposed to convert it into a 
medium of trade advertisement. 

This proposition seems to us about as mean and 
small a move as could be thought of, yet it was 
only defeated by the energetic action of Professor 
M’Fadyean and Mr. Trigger. Our Council want a 
lot of watching, and some regard to professional 
dignity is desirable. To save £30 a year it was 
seriously proposed to let out our annual Register 
for advertising purposes. The next proposition will 
probably be to make a profit on the voting papers 
by letting them out to a speculator who will add 
some advertisements of soap and pills. The petty 
commercial spirit revealed by this attempt is a new 
danger which must be remembered at next election. 
When no stirring movementis in evidence the prac- 
titioner is apt to go to sleep, and vote for anyone 
who is suggested to him by previous possession of 
office or by a friendly hint from some local leader. 
Petty economies are not what we want, and the 
mediocrities who cannot rise above such a standard 
had better be left to look after their practices in 
peace and quietness. 

Advertisements of pills and soap may safely be 
left to the daily press ; they should be rigidly exclu- 
ded from official Registers. 


A Quorum. 


Too frequently of late the Council has failed to make 
lawful a resolution, carried by large majorities, through 
the want of a quorum to confirm the matter. It is all 
very well to complain of each other for not attending, 
but few men care to travel two or three hundred miles 
for a purely formal meeting that lasts five minutes. 

A quorum consists of seven Members, and is clearly 
difficult to obtain. Why not reduce it to five 2 
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THE VALUE OF ESERINE IN THE TREAT- 
MENT OF GASTRO-INTESTINAL TYMPANY, 
INTESTINAL TYMPANY, Ere. 


A number of very interesting articles upon the 
various kinds of colics have lately appeared in your 
valuable paper, especially those by Mr. H. Caulton 
Reeks, F.R.C.V.S., and in reading through them it 
seemed to impress upon me that eserine is still 
little used and considered by many to be a some- 
what. dangerous drug, only calling for attention 
after everything else has failed and the case ap- 
parently hopeless. 

I do not wish to infer by these notes that armed 
with Eserine and a hypodermic syringe one need 
not fear any case of colic, or that it is infallible 
in any and every case, but in those cases specially 
calling for its action, if it is used “early,” instead 
of as a last resource when the case is practically 
hopeless, it will prove to be a valuable drug and the 
results will, I think, justify it being much more used 
than it is at present. 

These notes are principally with reference to my 
experience with eserine during the South African 
Campaign, and the large majority of animals treated 
were mules. The form I used was the tabloids of 
Messrs. Burroughs, “Wellcome & Co. supplied with 
the Field Veterinary Chest. 

A large number of cases of gastric and intestinal 
tympany occurred after the first halt for watering, 
either within a few minutes or they dropped in 
harness a short time after being inspanned. In 
these cases especially one wants something to over- 
come the trouble in the shortest possible time, and 
I found eserine invaluable. I regret I was unable 
to keep a record of cases treated with this drug, but 
I am certain that I saved a large number of very 
acute cases by having the tabloids and hypodermic 
syringe in my wallet, and being able to start treat- 
ing the cases without delay, and from experience of 
other drugs generally used I am of the opinion that 
eserine was the “ only” thing of any use in many 
of the cases. 

Suppose a column is on the move at 5.30 a.m. in 
the summer, the animals have been watered and 
had a small feed. Mules fed on “mealies,” Indian 
corn, they are inspanned soon after finishing their 
feed, and we will presume they have hard pulling 
till about 11 a.m., when a halt is called for a roll 


and watering. They go off to water steaming hot | 


and in half hour or less are inspanned and pulling 
hard again. Perhaps some of the waggons have 
been away to neigbouring farms to load up a 
family or mealies and while there the mules get a 
stomach full of food, thus it is easy to account for 
the colic soon after watering. 

_Conditions favourable for the production of the 
diseases here mentioned are common on service and 
often cannot be avoided, and we will suppose that 
during the half-hour’s halt two or three cases of 
acute tympany occur showing the usual train of 
distressing symptoms seen in the very acute condi- 
tions. If these cases are not relieved quickly we 
will find the rear guard moving off, and if the saad 


necessary. 

Anyone who has attempted to get along very 
acute gastric or intestinal tympany cases will, I 
think, agree that not only is it nearly impossible 
but also heartbreaking work. What have we to 
contend with? The intestines are full of ferment- 
ing ingesta, perhaps the stomach too, if so, so much 
the worse. Naturally the quicker one can empty 
them the sooner will the animal be free from pain 
and be able to travel. 

The old remedy spts. terebinth. and oil is un- 
doubtedly very good in many cases, but in these 
cases it is not quick enough in action, and there is 
often great difficulty and even danger in drenching, 
so in goes eserine grij. hypodermically. In from 15 to 
20 minutes pultaceous faeces commence to be passed 
and continues at quick intervals for about one hour, 
I have seen a dozen and more motions in less than 
one hour. There is increased pain, sweating etc., 
and the animal will drop every few yards until the 
intestines commence to act, but this usually passes 
off in a short time and the intervals between the 
spasms gradually lengthen. 

After the intestines have responded well to the 
eserine I have often given a hypodermic injection of 
morphia in cases where there was a long march to 
be done, and the animal would walk into camp 
quite eager for food and be at work again in a day 
or So. 

In gastric and intestinal cases or in gastro-intes- 
tinal tympany, if there was a danger of.death from 
asphyxia owing to the very acute tympanitic condi- 
tion, I punctured the intestines first then injected 
eserine. 

On one occasion I had ten mules brought up in 
a bunch for treatment, they were the worst cases 
of gastro-intestinal tympany I have seen and were 
due to their getting at some sour Indian corn. I 
had two trocars and canulas at work and injected 
eserine, two or three died from asphyxia before I 
could use the trocar. 

Ina few casesI have noticed that the wound 
through the tissues failed to close on withdrawing 
the trocar and some smelling fluid ingesta oozed 
from the opening. In casts of that sort the intes- 
tines seemed totally paralysed and they usually 
proved fatal. One case of the sort I remember 
having to destroy for peritonitis some days after 
getting over a very acute attack of gastro-intestinal 
tympany. 

Impaction of the Colon.—I have found eserine 
very useful in obstinate cases among mules and 
horses where there is a total absence of borborygmi, 
and although oil etc. has been given the case hangs 





fire, and for 24 hours or more there is no sign of 
| peristalsis barring a solitary tinkling sound now and 
_then. In these cases the whole outlook is often altered 
within one hour after an injection, and there is no 
further trouble and worry. 
___Spasmodic Colic.—I have used it on the march 
| with very good results in those mild cases of impac- 
tion where the borborygmi are faint and the patient 
| gets down continually. After the injection of grij- 


| there will be increased pain for a short time, but: 


after that passes off nothing more is required. 
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I consider that eserine is especially valuable on 
® service where we cannot carry bulky drugs, so as to 
have them always to hand, and in gastric or intes- 
tinal tympany cases there is no time to lose. 

Tabloids are easily carried and administered, and 
are quick in action, I carried a tablespoon and used 
water from my water bottle to dissolve the tabloids. 

These notes are principally with reference to the 
use of eserine in cases treated on the march or when 
encamped, but I see no reason why it should not be 
just as useful in ordinary practice, especially in 
) tympany cases calling for very prompt action, or in 
lingering cases of impaction. 
) I think Mr. Caulton Reeks is about right when he 
} says that “in gastro-intestinal tympany the practi- 
tioner who has once seen its results will never 
again be tempted to withhold its administration ”’ 
and it seems to me to be “ logical treatment.” 

A. J. Witu1aMs, Vet. Lieut., A.V.D. 

Neemuch, Central India, 

June 24th, 1903. 





A FOSTER MOTHER. 


After attending to a case at a farm one day last 
week, the farmer told me he had lost a valuable 
mare on Monday morning from prolapsed uterus. 
She foaled on Sunday afternoon, was left apparently 
all right that night, found dead next morning. I 
asked how the foal was, and if he could get a foster 
mother. He said that he had a good foster mother, 
then led the way to the loose box. 

The foster mother is in the shape of an old broken 
down Ayrshire cow, her teats within a foot of the 
ground. As we entered both were lying, but im- 
mediately got up, the foal stretched itself and pro- 
_ ceeded to have a drink. The old cow seemed quite 
happy that she was able to help the poor orphan. 

The foal looks well considering it has got nothing 
but what it can draw from its strange foster parent. 
When outside it appears quite lively, gallops and 
plays about as if it never had a trouble in this wicked 
world. 

My only reason for sending you this is, I have 
never before heard of a foal having a cow for its 
foster mother. The cow has never suckled calves, 
being always milked by hand, but she took quite 
kindly to the foal from the first. 

P. McKrntay, M.R.C.V.S. 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


ACTINOBACILLOSIS. 


Nocard records a case where the tongue showed 
all the symptoms of actinomycosis, hypertrophy, 
stiffness, woody hardness, nodules like sarcomata, 
and ulceration of the mucous membrane. But. the 
material obtained by scraping the nodules showed 
no actinomyces, but the disease described by Lig- 
niéres and Spitz under the name of actinobacillosis, 
in which the ray fungus is absent and the cocco- 
hacillus described by Ligniéres is found instead. 








| 


Nocard has noted two cases within the year and 
makes the following important notes : 

Ist. In actinobacillosis the lymphatic glands of 
the organ affected are always implicated, whereas. 
in actinomycosis this is seldom the case. 

2nd. In actinomycotic pus the colonies of the 
organism appear as small irregular yellowish 
granules. 

In actinobacillosis on the other hand the granules 
are rarely calcified, and whitish or greyish in colour. 

3rd. The granules stained by Gram’s method 
show none of the ramifying filaments characteristic 
of the streptothrix of actinomycosis.—(B. de S. C. 
de Vét. Méd. 

F. E. P. 








Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


(Continued from p. 32). 


THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE RoyaL Dick VETERI 
NARY COLLEGE, EDINBURGH. 


The Prestpent: The next item is to consider the 
yroposed scheme of reconstruction of the Royal Dick 

eterinary College, Edinburgh, so far as it may affect 
the rights and powers of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons. 

Mr. TuHatcHer (Solicitor) read a letter marked 
“Private” from the Town Clerk of Edinburgh, who 
was acting for the Veterinary College, pointing out 
that the University of Edinburgh should make arrange- 
ments under which a degree in veterinary science should 
be conferred upon students of the College who passed 
through the curriculum of the College and attended 
such classes at the University as might be prescribed. 
For the purposes of a degree the College should be 
mance och by the University as an extra-mural school. 
That letter having been brought forward he asked that 
he might place himself in communication with the 
adviser of the Dick College and Mr. Hunter. The 
result was that all candidates should have passed the 
Royal College examination before being qualified to 
take the University degree. Thus there would be no 
attempt to interfere with the privileges of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons ; the new degree would 
be academical only, and additional to the Royal College 
degree. He (Mr. Thatcher) had received a copy of the 
University Calendar showing that the authorities were 
not, in the meantime, entitled to grant any vetesinary 
degree, to do which it would be riecessary for them to 
be granted an ordinance. Unless some step were taken 
in the matter, however, he (Mr. Thatcher) thought the 
Dick College at Edinburgh would be obtaining an ad- 
vantage which was denied to other schools. He did 
not know whether a request on the part of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons that no one should 
be eligible for the degree unless he held the dip- 
loma of that Royal College, and that even if he did 
receive the degree he would have to undergo the 
course of study prescribed by the R.C.V.S., would help 
matters. He pointed out that so far as the present 
schools were concerned that matter was not altogether 
new. In the year 1876 the Royal Veterinary College 
wished to obtain the right of giving a Fellowship 
Degree, apart from any qualification of the R.C.V.S., 
but on a representation being sent they gave way on the 
point. 1en the Irish College was instituted they 
made the same request, but when a representation was 
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Fam right in saying that the late Professor Dick left 
ver, 


obtain the right to grant veterinary degrees ; besides, 
’ the number of students would not be sufficient for 
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made, they courteously and fairly recognised the. egn- 
dition, and voluntarily withdrew their application for 
the proposed Charter. It was — possible, though 
he did not think it probable, that the Dick College 
might be making arrangements with the University 
College in London and Trinity College in Dublin’ to 


either of those Universities to do it. But, coming to 
another body, it was found that a great injustice was 
being done ; he referred to two proprietary schools in 
Scotland. There were representatives on the Council 
who would no ‘doubt fight their battles better than 
he could. They had no foundation, and were strug- 
gling under great difficultfes. That great teaching 
centre, which could confer veterinary degrees, was close 
at their doors, and in direct opposition to them. Those 
two colleges had done grand services for veterinary sur- 
ns in the past ; they had turned out great men, and 
fad been a credit to the scholars; but he thought it 
would be unfair for the R.C.V.S. to stand by and 
‘ee any step taken which might lead to those bodies 
closing their doors and ruining. those concerned in 
them. What he suggested should be done, for safety, 
was to enter a caveat against anything being done 
towards obtaining an ordinance or a charter. That 
@aveat could be withdrawn if it were found that 
arrangements could be made which would meet the 
difficulty. 
Mr. Dotxar : I have listened attentively to the re- 
» marks which have fallen from the Solicitor, and I have 
~ gome difficulty in appreciating on what grounds this | 
matter has been brought before us in the form that it | 
has assumed. As [I understand) this scheme, it is a 
seheme which has been rendered possible through the 
unificent bequests of two inv the late Pro- 
essor Dick and his sister, Mids, ary Dick, and’ by a 
tleman who is still living, Mr. McCallum. 


I believe 


large proportion of his fortune in trust for the 
benefit of the Dick College, and during the life of Miss 
‘Mary Dick some portion of that was transferred to the 
UDniversity of Edinburgh, with the object, I think, of 
founding a chair in Anatomy. At the demise of Miss 
- Dick the remainder of that fund was placed on one side, 
until such time as a certain sum should accrue, and 
‘then the sum was to go the University with the object 
of founding a certain chair there. None of these 
things affect us as a profession or as individuals, ex- 
cept in an entirely favourable sense. It is desirable 
that the University should, if possible, be associated 
with the Royal Dick Veterinary College, and it is 
desirable that more attention should be paid by the 
University authorities to matters which particularly 
interest us. Any advantage, an cnerloder must 
nece’sarily benefit us as well as the medical profes- 
sion, The second portion of the scheme is different. 
namely, that Mr. McCallum has, in the most generous 
and noble way, agreed to give the sum of £15,000 
with the idea of improving the teaching of veterinary 
students at the Royal Dick Veterinary College, and pre- 
vailing on the University authorities to found a new 
degree. But from what fell from the Solicitor I received 
the impression that he rather regards these movements 
as being inimical to the interests of the other schools. 
That is not the light in which the matter presents itself 
to me, because I cannot think that the other schools are 
any the poorer for these magnificent bequests. It is 
true that the Dick Veterinary College may be so much 
the richer, but these bequests are of @ private nature ; 
they have been conveyed to the University as a guid- 
pro-quo for value received, and in both instances the 
were Yee with the full intention and idea that they 
would in the first instance benefit the Dick Veterina 4 


ry | is solely concerned, or 





College. Certainly that was the intention of the late 


Professor Dick when he died, and I believe it is the 
intention also of Mr. McCallum. And although it is 
desirable that similar advantages should be gained for 
the other Colleges—and we should all be very ready to 
support any movement which would lace the other 
Talages in the same position which the Dick College is 
likely to assume, nevertheless, it would be unfortunate 
on our part if we, as an entirely impartial examining 
body, which has only indireetly the business of control- 
ling the schools to perform, were to take up what might 
be regarded as a one-sided attitude, and say we will 
enter a caveat against these proceedings and prevent you 
going on with this proposed scheme until such time as 
all the other colleges receive the same advantages. That 
would mean indefinitely postponing this movement, and 
it might reasonably estrange the support which Mr. 
McCallum has promised this scheme and the £15,000 
which would go to further the scheme, and then the 
benefit to the veterinary profession would be entirely 
lost. While it seems to nie we should hail the scheme 
with enthusiasm, and should support other schools in 
endeavouring to obtain like advaatages, it would be a 
pity if we, through our legal representative, entered 
proceedings which are calculated to hinder the carry- 
ing through of the scheme itself. It is desirable that 
similar support should be given to the other schools ; 
but I do not see how we can interfere with a scheme 
which is entirely the result of private munificence. 

Mr. Srmpson : I do not think we have any desire as 
members of this Council, to study, much as we should 
like to, the interests of the schools. The question before 
us now is—Is the carrying out of this scheme likely 
to affect us as the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 

eons! I should like to be clear upon this point: 
jill the University, although they’ say they do not 
propose to grant a degree, have the power of granting 
veterinary certificates? If so, I can understand it 
would be almost equivalent to granting a degree. If a 
man could say that he held the veterinary certificate 
oi the University of Edinburgh, | do not think tiie 
British or any other public would stop to ascertain 
whether he had first qualified as a Member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons before he ob- 
tained the certificate of the University of Edinburgh. 

Prof. M’FapyEan : There would be the usual way of 
stopping him—the Registration Committee. 

Mr. Smmpson : True, we may accept their statement 
that they have no intention of granting a degree. 
Certainly they have not the power, but I think a 
veterinary certificate of the Edinburgh University 
would, in the eyes of the public, be equivalent to the 
diploma of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
And it is in that direction we want to carefully watch 
the progress of this scheme. Mr. Thatcher speaks hope- 
fully of the courtesy he is likely to receive from the 
promotors of this scheme, and [ join him in that. 
think that if we approach this subject as it has been 
approached to-day, and if we are as courteous to those 
who are promoting this scheme as they have been to 
us, a happy solution of the difficulty will result. 

Prof. M’Fapyean: I am happy to find myself in 
almost complete agreement with what has fallen from 
Mr. James Simpson. I agree with him that we are 
only concerned in seeing that the privileges which have 
been granted to us by our Charters and by the Veteri- 
nary Surgeons’ Act are not infringed, and I rather de 
mur to some of the remarks that fell from our Solici- 
tor, though I have no doubt he discussed that side of 
the matter with the very best intention, and I am not 
prepared to say that his view may not be right, and 
mine wrong. But my view is that this Council is not 
concerned in considering whether any scheme is detti- 
mental to the interests of a particular school or not. It 
Pty ed, at least in the first instance, 
With its own privileges, to see that they are not Ir 
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fringed ; and in the second place I admit it may be 
concerned in considering whether the fact of any new 
arrangements will be for the good of the profession as 
a whole. I am happy inthinking that our privileges are 
admirably defined, and are not in any risk of being 
interfered with. No man is entitled to practise as a 
veterinary surgeon in these islands unless he possesses 
our diploma. 

Mr. Smuwpson : Yes, he is. 

Prof. M’FapyEAN : He isnot entitled to call himself 
a veterinary surgeon, nor to do anything to lead the 
public to believe that he is entitled so to practise. We 
do not want any more. Mr, Simpson said the British 
public would have a difficulty in distinguishing between 
the veterinary certificate granted by the University of 
Edinburgh and our diploma. My answer to that is, it 
will be time enough for us to consider the point when 
we know as a matter of fact that the University of 
Edinburgh proposes to grant a veterinary certificate 
to somebody who does not already hold our diploma. 
And my second answer would be that it need not be 
left to the discretion of the unintelligent British public 
to distinguish between the two things’; that we can ask 
a magistrate to do so. We can bring them up under 
the Veterinary Surgeon’s Act, as we are engaged in 
doing every quarter. It was right that our solicitor 
should enter into correspondence with the Universit 
authorities in Edinburgh, and the Trustees of the Dic 
Veterinary College, so as to explain to us what the 
nature of the scheme is, but I think we probably should 
not be well advised in pursuing that correspondence 
much further in the meantime. It would be, on our 
part, a colossal mistake to adopt the suggestion drop- 
“eae by the Solicitor, namely, that we should ask the 
‘niversity of Edinburgh, assuming that it creates a 
new degree for veterinary students, that qualifying 
classes for that degree shall not be attended until stu- 
dents have obtained our degree. Every person who 
gave the thing a moment’s consideration would see that 
that would be an effectiye method of stopping the de- 
gree being taken by anybody at all. It is not likel 
that any degree which the University of Edinburgh 
would think of instituting could be taken with less than 
three years study, so it would be equal to proposing that 
this degree shall not be attained to by anybody unless 
he has been four years studying so as to qualify for our 
examination, and three afterwards in studying for the 
University degree. I see no reason why the two degrees 
may not be qualified for during the four years that the 
student is also qualifying for our examinations, and we 
should concern ourselves solely with the question 
whether our privileges are likely to be infringed on these 
“ y > 

_ Mr. Fraser: I am in the unusual but pleasant posi- 
tion of being in entire agreement with Mr. Dollar. I 
do not think anything has occurred during the last 25 
years that is so well calculated to promote the interests 
of the veterinary profession as is this scheme of the 
Edinburgh University. I am very glad to hear the 
generous interpretation put upon the scheme by the 
Principal of the only school in England. I do not share 
the fear of our solicitor in the least. But I think the 
steps he has taken were necessary, so that we should 
know what the intentions of the University actually are, 
and if they are likely to encroach on our rights we 
should take immediate steps to prevent them from doing 
so. But I gather from the correspondence—not from the 
scheme—that it is not their intention to grant this de- 
gree to anyone who is not already a member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. If they did in- 
tend or gave ground for us to suspect that they intended 
to qualify a man to practise as a veterinary surgeon, we 
should use a determined effort to stop that. At present 
we are the only body who can grant the degree that is 


necessary for its possessor to practise veterinary medi- - 
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cine. There is another advantage, which has been re- 
ferred to by previous speakers. I take it that the other 
schools stimulated and probably inspired oy the genero- 
sity that has been shown to the Dick College will obtain 
similar advantages. As far as lam concerned, I shall be 
glad to see it. I have a warm interest in all the schools 
and I should be sorry to see one school have an advan- 
tage over another. [do not think that will take place. 
For the first time in our history it will now be possible 
for a man possessed of the gifts to have conferred upon 
him the degrees of the University, and he will then be 
justifiably in the ranks of cultured men. That will be a 
new thing for us as veterinary surgeons. I do not say 
that there are not cultured men in our profession, but 
the diploma which this College confers upon the pro- 
fession does not entitle them to be called cultured men. 

Mr. Byrne: I think we have such an able and vigi- 
lant solicitor to look after our interests in a proper 
manner that we do not need to do it ourselves, especially 
in view of the fewness of our meetings. The second 
point is that liberality of the members of the profession 
is inclined to bestow privileges and confer benefits on 
those who wish to join it. But I strongly dissent from 
the view which has been expressed by Mr. Dollar, Prof. 
M’Fadyean, and Mr. Fraser. It is a most important 
matter which should receive the most careful considera- 
tion of the members of this Council in order to preserve 
to this Council the privilege which has added so greatly 
to the position of veterinary surgeons in this country, 
and that is the power which they alone possess to grant 
a veterinary diploma. I think the conditions laid down 
in which it is stated that no university degree will be 
given except to a member of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons, safeguards our position, but I think it 
will be well to entrust Mr. Thatcher with a watching 
brief to see that our privileges are safeguarded in this 
matter. I think if the members of this Council are of 
opinion that the matter is one which should not receive 
consideration from them, that the granting of a degree 
to veterinary surgeons will not wis a difference, they 
will make a grave mistake. And now is the time to safe- 
guard the question. 

Mr. Asson : I would like to ask if the students of the 
Dick Veterinary College are alone to be admitted to this 
University degree. 

Mr. THATCHER: As the scheme stands at present that 
would necessarily follow. 

Prof. Mettam: As one who has some acquaintance 
with the regulations as to science in the University of 
Edinburgh, I would like to ask Mr. Thatcher one or two 
questions. The first has been fairly satisfactorily 
answered already. This degree of Bachelor of Veteri- 
nary Science is only to be open to graduates of the 
Royal Veterinary College. The second point is, Will 
other veterinary schools be affiliated with the Universit 
and be able to send in their own students for this quali- 
fication ? 

Mr. THatcHER : Although it does not appear on the 
scheme, yet Mr. Hunter’s letter says the degree will 
only be conferred on the holders of the certificate of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. In regard to 
the second question, I say that according to the present 
scheme as I read it, the classes will have to be carried 
on in such a concurrent way for the two degrees that 
students of one college could have the same advantage 
as the students of the Dick College, because, according 
to this, the schools will be carried on at Clyde Street 
and Edinburgh concurrently, so that students in Lon- 
don or students in Glasgow would be unable to attend 
the classes necessary for the degree. 

Prof. M’Fapyean : It does not at all follow. It may 
be so, but it does not follow that attendance on specified 
courses of instruction in other institutions would not be 
acceptable. 

Prof. Merram: I wanted to supplement the second 
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question by asking another. 1 want to know if it 1s 
to be specified that the student on taking out this veteri- 
nary degree must take out certain classes in the Univer- 
sity. hen a man is going through his course of science 
in Edinburgh, he may take out a certain number of 
classes in extra-mural schools, which may be anywhere 
in the United Kingdom, but a certain number must be 
taken out within the walls of the University. Will 
there be certain classes specified by the University as 
qualifying for the University degree which must be taken 
out within the University walls ! 

Mr. THATCHER : I cannot answer that question. 

Prof. MerraM : I think our solicitor should keep his 
eye upon that. ; 

Mr. Barrett: I concur almost entirely in the re- 
marks of Mr. Dollar, Prof. M’Fadyean, and Mr. Fraser, 
but [ refer to paragraphs 1 and 2 of the scheme, which 
would show that students of the Dick College only are 
entitled to receive the University qualification. Unless 
this scheme is amended, students from the other col- 
leges will be unable to present themselves and obtain 
the Edinburgh degree. 

Mr. THATCHER: Read clause 9. 

Mr. Barrett read the clause and said, | think the 
interpretation of that must be this: that if the work 
can be properly done in Dick College those students, 
and those mag shall be admitted to the University de- 
gree. But otherwise, if the work can not be properly done 
there, the students shall be brought to the Caivanity 
and shall there be taught veterinary subjects, be admit- 
ted, and receive a qualification. The effect of that is to 
exclude students from the other schools. Whether the 
work is conducted in the Dick College, or whether it is 
taught in the University itself, the effect is the same in 
so far as the other schools in Scotland are concerned. I 
concur in the remarks which have been made that we 
are not concerned in any particular school or institution. 
[ would say our chief concern is in enhancing the dignity 
of our own profession, and if that can be done without 
our powers here being impaired, I shall be glad to see it. 
But I should put the advancement of our profession be- 
fore the interests of the Royal College of Veterinar 
Surgeons, and if the Edinburgh University will teac 
the student better than he is taught to-day and confer 
upon him a better degree, perhaps we as members not 
only of this Council but of the profession ought even to 
discard the essential interests of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. (No, no.) But we are represent- 
ing the profession, and indirectly the public. I only 
want to say further that I concur fully with the expres- 
sions which have been uttered with reference to Mr. 
Thatcher’s action. I cannot agree with Professor 
M’Fadyean’s view with regard to no further proceed- 
ings being taken. There is no doubt that the letters 
received alter the circumstances to a considerable ex- 
tent. So far as these arrangements go, some special 

wivilege will be conferred upon the Dick Institution. 
hose proposals have been considerably amended in so 
far as the Town Clerk is able to amend them, but it is 
only an expression of his own views, and therefore it 
will be in the interests of veterinary surgeons and in the 
interests of the profession that Mr. Thatcher should 
: He should not go so far 
as to enter a caveat without the authorisation of this 
Council, but he should be in a position if he deems it 
desirable to call together the members of this Council 
. + vee any  wnigge steps may be taken which he 
evoguts, One other point is this: T think certain 
$ have gone astray as to the powers we already 
possess. Prof. M’Fadyean suggested that if anything 
were done contrary to our powers and Acts of Parlia. 
ment we should go before a magistrate and exact a 
penalty. _ The position would then be'this : the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh would procure powers co-ordinate 


| . . . 
with our own, perhaps in advance of our own, and if they 








were granted—— 

Prof. McFapyeaNn: That is not fair. 

Mr. Barrett: The University of Edinburgh at 
the present time contemplates obtaining powers equiva- 
lent to our own, and if that were so we could not exact a 
penalty in the event of anyone using that degree and 
practising as a veterinary surgeon. They are seeking 
powers which will be equivalent to ours, and which in 
a sense may supersede ours. 

Mr. TRIGGER: The matter is placed fairly and impar- 
tially before us, and it is evident to this Council that 
the only matter that we have any right as a Council to 
consider is, our interests as a licensing body. The mat- 


| ter has been approached amicably, and there seems no 


intention of making the other College a diploma-grant- 
ing body, but there seems some question about the cer- 
tificate which would be granted. 

Mr. Smwpson : If it is not in the power of the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh to grant a veterinary certificate, not a 
degree, I say I am wrong. If they possess that power we 
should watch the matter closely. 

Prof. M’FapyYEAN : What is the difference between a 
certificate and a degree ? 

Mr. TricGeR: I should say we ought to instruct the 
solicitor to hold a watching brief on our behalf, and if 
he thinks any important matter arises he could call the 
attention of the President to it and a special meeting 
might be called. 

Prof. M’FapyEAn : I second that.—Carried. 

CoMMITTEES.—AUDITORS. 

The PrestpENT: The next matter is to appoint com- 
mittees for the year. 

Mr. Mutvey : I beg to propose that the members con- 
stituting the committees be re-elected en bloc, except 
that Mr. Allen, of Dublin, be substituted for Mr. 
Hartley. 

Mr. Simpson : I second that. 

Mr. Fraser: Would it not be. possible for us to re- 
duce the size of the Registration Committee /—(No.)— 
The amount of time we waste in talking is quite pro- 
voking. 

The aig orem was carried, 

Messrs. Warner and Woodger were re-elected auditors 
on the motion of Mr. Simpson. 


Dates or CounciL MEETINGS AND EXAMINATIONS 
FOR THE CURRENT YEAR. 

The quarterly meetings were fixed for October 2nd, 
January 8th, April 1st or 8th (whichever is not a Good 
Friday) July 1st. 

The written examinations in London, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, and Dublin, Friday 11th December. “Oral 
—e to commence in London Tuesday, Dee. 

” * 

Written examinations in Edinburgh and Glasgow 
+ haa 13th May ; oral examinations to commence 17th 
May. 

_ Written examination to be held in London and Dub- 
lin, Monday, July 11th, 1904, oral examination to com- 
mence July 12th, 1904. 

The Prestpent: The examiners strongly object to 
having only that one night in which to read over the 
papers. 

rofessor M’FapyEaNn: That question has been fre- 
quently discussed, but their practice is that they do not 
take advantage of a long interval if it is given, and there 
is no difference between commencing orals each day and 
allowing two or three days interval, because that inter- 
val will not permit of the papers being sent all over the 
kingdom to the two examiners. And [think the exami- 
ners should come up to London on the evening of the 
examination and get the papers. 
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Prof. Metram: I second that. 

Prof. Dewar: Students have complained to me that 
the papers were not read until they were orally examined. 

Mr. Mutvey : How do they know that ? 

The resolution was carried. 


THE WALLEY MEMoRIAL PrRizE EXAMINATION. 


 aleeesli be issued, and it will be for some English 


veterinary surgeon to claim exemption and object to 
his name being put on the jury list as published by 
the overseers. The matter could then come up before 
the Justices, when he could appear. I think the 
Justices would decide against him. He could then 
take the case to the Divisional Court, and the de- 


It was agreed that this examination should be held on | cision of that Court would settle the question in Eng- 


Saturday, October 3rd. 


Bursary PrizE EXAMINATION. 


Prof. M’Fapyean: I move that the examiners for 
the corresponding subjects of the Membership examina- 
tion be asked to conduct this examination, with the 
exception of the examination in French and German. 

Prof. Merram : | second that. 

The PresipENT: The motion is that the examiners 
for the Membership be asked to serve. 

The SEcRETARY read the conditions of the Prize. 

Mr. Mutvey : According to that scheme there is no 
occasion to advertise the examiners two months pre- 
viously. 

The PREstmDENT: No, but the competition is to be 
advertised. 

Prof. M’FapyrEan : | think we might leave the ques- 
tion of remuneration over until the Council meet 
again. 

. It was resolved that the following gentlemen act as 
examiners: Dr. Milray, Dr. Dean, Mr. Hunting, and 
Mr. Bloye. 

The Presipent: There is the question of an ex- 
aminer in languages. 

Prof. M’FapyEan: I think we could send the papers 
in French and German to the Secretary of the Edu- 
cational Institute in Scotland. 

Prof. Merram: [ second that. Agreed. 

It was resolved that the date of the examination 
be September 12th, and that advertisements be inserted 
in The Record and the Bulletin. 


EXEMPTION FROM J URIES. 

The Presipent: Is there any other business ! 

Mr. THatcHer: A short time ago a member of the 
College in Dublin was fined for not attending a jury, 
claiming exemption. There was a short report of the 
case in the Jiish Law Times. He claimed exemption 
under Section 20 of the Procedure (Ireland) Act, as 
being a licensed medical practitioner. The question 
was, Is the petitioner entitled to the exemption he 
claims? The judgment of the court was very short 
indeed. “The majority of the judges are of opinion 
that the petitioner is entitled to the exemption claimed, 
— that both questions must be answered in the aftirma- 

ive. 

I thought it my duty to bring the matter forward, 
because many questions have been raised as to whether 
members of the College in England are exempt or 
not. Up to the present it has been stated that they 
are not. The words in the English Act are “members 
and licentiates of the Royal College of Physicians if in 
actual practice, Members of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons, London, Edinburgh, and Dublin if in actual 
practice, apothecaries certified by the Apothecaries 
Society, and registered medical practitioners, regis- 
tered pharmaceutical practitioners if actually practis- 
mg,” and soon. So the difference in the wording is 
that in the English Act it is registered medical prac- 
titioners, and in the Irish Act licensed medical prac- 
titioners, who are exempt. The Irish Court says the 
veterinary surgeon comes within the meaning of 
licensed medical practitioner. At the date these Acts 
were passed this Charter was non-existent, and the 
question for the Council to consider is whether it is 
worth while to raise the question in England. If so, 
it should be done in this way: the jury lists will 


| land. 
ithe Lrish law was argued in Dublin, and the result 


Mr. ALLEN : The difference between the English and 


which you have heard was agreed upon. We have it 
on very eminent authority that the finding in the Irish 
Courts will be the same in the English Courts. Before 
commenciifg the case I went to the most eminent 
barrister we have at the Irish Bar, and he told me we 
had not the ghost of a chance ; but I fought it out. 

Mr. THatcuer: It was raised before the House, and 
I attended with Mr. Trigger before the Lord Chief 
Justice, and he told me plainly that he had no in- 
tention of going into the question of exemptions, and 
he told us as a private gentleman that it would not be 
granted. 

Mr. ALLEN : He did not bring on the plea that we 
were licensed medical practitioners. 

Mr. Dottar: I should like to say one thing stands 
forward pre-eminent, and that is Mr. Allen’s courageous 
action in this matter. He has by his action estab- 
lished a precedent at any rate for the benefit of his 
fellow practitioners for ever, and he has given us a most 
excellent lead in bringing forward what has for many 
years been a subject of discontent amongst us in Eng- 
and. If we are to appeal against our disabilities in 
this respect we shall be assisted by the decision which 
has been given in Mr. Allen’s action. I think the thanks 
of the Council should be accorded to Mr. Allen for 
having so well fought this question, and established a 
precedent for us. 

This was carried, and Mr. Allen acknowledged the 
vote. 

Mr. Stmpson : In a test case in England it would be 
unfortunate if we got the magistrates to agree. But I 
think if the magistrates did give a decision in favour of 
the applicant the overseers would appeal. 

Mr. THatcuer: I[ think so. 

Mr. Simpson : A year ago resolutions were passed by 
the Veterinary Medical Societies calling upon their 
representatives on the Council to bring the matter for- 
ward to get exemption for veterinary surgeons iserving 
on juries, and I think the suggestion of Mr. Thatcher is 
very good. I will propose that we obtain a test case, 
and if so we will defend him and pay the costs under 
the guidance of Mr. Thatcher. It should, | think, be 
left in the hands of Mr. Thatcher. 

Mr. MULVEY seconded, and it was carried. 

This concluded the quarterly meeting. 

SPECIAL MEETING. 

Present : Prof. W. O. Williams (President), Col. Duck, 
Professors Dewar, M’Fadyean, MclI. McCall, Mettam, 
Penberthy ; Messrs. Allen, Banham, Bower, Dollar, 
Mason, Mulvey, Simpson, Wragg. 

The PrestpENnt : It would be a matter of kindness if 
the members of the Council living in the neighbourhood 
of London would form a quorum among themselves at 
the necessary meetings to confirm these new rules. If 
they do not we will form a quorum from the distant 
yarts instead of those who live next door to the College. 
lt is a pity if, out of sixteen living in the neighbour- 
hood only six can turn up. The matter has been before 
us timeafter time. (Hear, hear.) 


Norice py Pror. M’FapyEAN. 
Prof. M’Fapyean: I formally move what is on the 








agenda, namely : To amend Rule X of the Regulations 
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for the Walley Memorial Prize by the omission of the 
words, “four of which must be attempted. 1% 
Prof. Merram : I second it, as I have before.—Carried. 


Motion sy Pror. Mcl. McCat. 


Prof. Mcl. McCatt: This motion is of such an im- 
portant nature that it is asking too much to require 
members to discuss it this evening. And with your per- 
mission I will withraw the motion, subject to the allow- 
ance that I bring it forward at the next meeting in an 
amended fashion. 

The Presmpent: Give notice of your amendment 

now. 
Prof. McI. McCatx: I will read what I propose. I 
beg to give notice that at the next meeting I will bring 
forward the following motion, namely, to alter bye-laws 
62, 63, 64, 65, and 67. 

(62) No student shall be eligible for the first examina- 
tion until he shall have attended for one session at a 
recognised veterinary school the various classes on the 
subjects included in Examination A. 4 

(63) No student shall be eligible ior the second exami- 
nation until he has complied with the preceding bye- 
laws, and subsequently has attended for one session at 
a recognised veterinary school the various classes on 
the subjects included in Examination B. 

(64) No student shall be eligible for the third exami- 
nation until he has complied with the preceding bye- 
laws and has pot nation attended for one session at a 
recognised veterinary school the various classes on the 
subjects included in Examination C. 

(65) No student shall be eligible for the fourth exami- 
nation until he has complied with the preceding bye- 
laws, and has subsequently attended for one session at 
a recognised veterinary school. 

(67) No rejected student shall be eligible to present 
himself for more than one examination, namely, A, B, C, 
or D, at the time when those respective examinations 
are held. Each examination must be passed in consecu- 


’ tive order.” 


The Presipent: You have six months in which to 
digest it. 

A vote of thanks to the President concluded the 
meeting. 


SPECIAL MEETING. 


A Special Meeting of Council was summoned for 
Friday, July 10th, at 3 p.m., for the purpose of con- 
firming the undermentioned alteration of bye-law, 
passed at a Special Meeting of Council held on July 2: 

“To amend Rule 10 of the Regulations for the Walley 
Memorial Prize by the omission of the words ‘four of 
which must be attempted’ ” 

The following were present: Vet.-Col. Duck, Prof. 
M’Fadyean, Messrs. Barrett, Mulvey, Shipley, jun., and 
Wrage 5 Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor), and Mr. Hiil (Secre- 

ry). 

Only 6 members being present, and 7 forming a 
quorum, no meeting was held. 











LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Gr; 
Manchester, on June 2nd, 1903, the Presto on 
Hughes, Esq., occupying the chair, and the attendance 
included Messrs. Lloyd, Sumner, Giblin, J. A. Dixon. S 
Locke, J. H. Carter, J. Kendall, W. A. Taylor, Faulk. 
ner, oods, Packman, Ferguson, Noar, T. Hopkin 
Munro, Garnett, _Laithwood, Marshall, Brittlebank. 
Wolstenholme, Priestner, R. ©. Edwards, Michaelis. 


Visitors : W. F. Wilson and R. E. Montgomery, 





Absence apologies from Messrs. Abson, Darwell, Mc- 
Kinna, A. Lawson, Jones, and H. Locke (hon. sec.) were 
announced. } 

Upon the proposition of Mr. Carter, seconded by Mr. 
Packman, last meeting’s minutes were taken as read. 

Mr. GIBLIN pointed out that by mistake he nominated 
at last meeting Mr. Ellison instead of Mr. A. J. Sellars, 
of Burnley. 

It was announced that the Society’s delegates, Messrs. 
S. Locke and A. Lawson had been duly elected to Coun- 
cil R.C.V.S. : 

Mr. F. W. Garnett, M.R.C.V.S., Windermere, was 
duly elected a member of the Society, the resolution be- 
ing moved by Mr. Wolstenholme, and seconded by Mr. 
Packman. 

Mr. A. J. Setxiars, M.R.C.V.S., Burnley, was also 
elected, upon the proposition of Mr. Giblin, seconded by 
Mr. Carter. 

Mr. LaiTHwoop nominated for membership Mr. 
Wm. Witson, M.R.C.V.S., Middlewich. 

Mr. LatrHwoop’s motion that the hour of meeting 
be earlier in the day to permit of members from a dis- 
tance returning home same night came up for considera- 
tion, when after some discussion it was resolved to have 
future meetings at 4 p.m. and tea about 6.30 p.m. 

Dr. DELéPrnr’s letter re the Public Health Laboratory 
in Manchester having been read, 

Mr. FAULKNER expressed the pleasure he had in ask- 
ing the members to cordially endorse Dr. Delépine’s 
action in the matter. 

Mr. Taylor’s name having been put forward as the 
Society’s representative on the Advisory Committee, he 
hoped, and in fact felt sure, that if that gentleman could 
accept the position the Society would be greatly 
honoured and consequently he proposed his election ; 
also that Dr. Delépine be thanked for his warm interest 
in the Association and profession. 

Mr. Taytor felt the honour now conferred upon him, 
one of the highest that had been paid to him since he 
became a member of the profession. It was more than 
he deserved, and he was rather afraid of his capabilities, 
nevertheless after the kind remarks made by the 
speakers in connection with the matter, and having re- 
gard to Dr. Delépine’s letter, he thought he ought not to 
refuse to accede to their request. He, however, warned 
them that were he to need any support he should appeal 
to those who had asked him to take the post. The 
subject would receive his most earnest attention, mean- 
time he heartily thanked them for the kind way in which 
they had responded to the resolution which had been put 
forward. 

Mr. 8. Locke pointed out that Dr. Delépine had been 
communicated with and thanked for his kindness. - 


THE TREATMENT OF TETANUS. 
By Principal Merram, B.Sc. 


The discovery of the organism of tetanus marks an 
> ae in the treatment of tetanus as the discovery of 
the bacillus tuberculosis initiated a more profound con- 
ception of the latter disease and brought us out of the 
slough of despond on to more hopeful ground, with 
bright promise for the future that if the disease is not 
remedial it is at the least preventible. Tuberculosis 
interests us as veterinarians not only because it is a 
disease but because it is a scourge of the whole animal 
creation, capable of being transmitted to the most diver- 
gent species and very common among the animals more 
particularly committed to our care. If tetanus is not s0 
common, if there are certain species immune or only in- 
fected with difficulty, it is none the less of supreme 
interest to us as the most valuable animal to the use of 
man, the horse, is particularly susceptible to infection, 
even more so than man himself. Anything, therefore, 
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if only a hypothesis, which can assist in pointing gut 
the lines to be followed in successfully combating the 
disease must be carefully considered and if necessary 
tested. Much treatment is empirical, many of our most 
successful cases have recovered after treatment which 
could not be scientifically upheld, and careful considera- 
tion of such treatment will often indicate the way toa 
rational method. Out of darkness there sometimes 
comes light. 

Ido not purpose in this short paper to discuss the 
symptoms of tetanus nor the treatment recommended 
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| : . . 
organism according to circumstances may cause ho harm, 


or its presence may result in disease. How are these 
different conditions brought about?) We have already 
seen that oxygen of the atmosphere is harmful to the 
organism, but there are in the body potent factors 


‘which prevent any further development of the bacillus 
‘and these are the phagocytes. The phagocytes must, 
however, act promptly and without hindrance if the 


tetanus organisms are to be annihilated. Unfortunately 


this can rarely be the case. If the tetanus organism is 
‘to be rendered harmless it must be before it has pro- 


before the true cause was discovered. Briefly I wish to | duced any poison, the poison is fatal to the phagocytes 


discuss the cause, the means whereby the poison is 
spread, how the dissemination of the poison may be pre- 
vented, and how the poison may be neutralised out of 
the body and perhaps in the body itself. I hope you 
will not expect a full discussion on all that has been said 
and written on this subject of tetanus ;it would be simply 
impossible for me even to indicate to you the various 
opinions held, experiments made, and_ generally work 
done on this question, time would not allow. 

Tetanus is the disease we recognise following the 
absorption of the tetanus toxin, whether the toxin is 
formed by the germ of the disease in the body or whether 
the toxin is obtained from cultures of the incubated 
organism and then injected into the body. The toxin 
operates upon the higher nerve centres, upon the nerve 
cells in the grey matter of brain and cord, or more 
accurately upon the neurons, and as a result we observe 
the muscular contractions involving certain groups of 
muscles or portions of the body. The organism of 
tetanus is an anerobe, oxygen is fatal to it in its bacil- 
lary form, and hence tetanus does not commonly follow 
large surface wounds of no great depth, but rather small 
wounds of uncertain depth with recesses practically shut 
off from the ‘air. It frequently appears when a wound 
is cleatrising and for probably the same reason—that 
now the oxygen, harmful to the development of the germ, 
is shut out from the wound.‘ 

We scarcely know the incubative period of tetanus 
because the disease is not recognised til the well known 
muscular contractions make their appearance. We are 
not able to say how long it is necessary for the organism 
to be in the wound before the symptoms appear, and it 
is more than likely that the incubative period lies be- 
tween wide limits and that it will vary with different 
animals, It is also probable that it will vary with the 
seat of the wound and the distance of that from the 
nerve centres. 

The organism of tetanus remains in the near neigh- 
bourhood of the wound which is always present in a case 
of tetanus. The old sub-division of tetanus into cases 
idiopathic and cases traumatic no longer holds. Every 
case of tetanus is due to infection through a wound, 
though the wound may be so small as to be indiscovera- 
ble, or perhaps in a region which we cannot examine, as 
the alimentary tract or the uterus, etc. The cases of 
medical tetanus as distinguished from surgical or trau- 
matic are doubtless of such a nature. The organism of 
tetanus has a ubiquitous distribution, it is found in soil, 
in dust, in feces, of the horse especially. It is a very 
common saprophyte in the alimentary canal of animals. 
When one reflects for a moment upon the number of 
intestinal animal parasites a horse may carry and the 
serious lesions which these parasites may produce in the 
mucous membrane of the gut one ceases to wonder at 
the fact that septiczemic affections are so common—rather 
to marvel that they are not moreso. Itis very probable 
that anthrax, blackquarter, and tetanus frequently occur 
through entrance of the organism into the body by way 
of an intestinal wound. Because we cannot discover a 
wound we must not conclude that one does not exist. 
We must remember that a wound is a solution of con- 
tinuity, and it may be exceedingly small. 


aving gained entrance to a wound the tetanus | 








as it is to the body of which they are a part, and before 
the tetanus bacillus is ready to form the toxin the 
phagocytes are too busy dealing with other organisms 
that have come in along with the germ of tetanus. Very 
interesting experiments have been made to elucidate 
the réle played by phagocytes and the organism of 
tetanus. If a quantity of the tetanus bacilli is washed 
free of the toxin they form, and is then injected into a 
susceptible animal, the phagocytes will seize the bacilli 
and render them harmless, will digest them in fact, and 
the animal will not suffer from the injection. If any 


‘ substance that will keep the pate bem in check is in- 
jected at the same time as the 
| will follow, owing to the organisms having free play to 


ne organisms then tetanus 


form the toxin. Similarly, if spores of the organism are 


' used, washed clean of all toxin, and injected into an 
| animal the animal will show no signs of tetanus if there 


is nothing to prevent the free and untramelled work of 
the phagocytes. If the spores are protected from the 
onslaught of the phagocytes, as by including in paper, 
then tetanus follows so soon as the spores have developed 
into baeilli and have had time to form toxin. Similarly, 
if pure toxin filtered free from bacilli is injected tetanus 
follows more or less rapidly, and save for its rapid 
development cannot be differentiated from clinical 
tetanus. Tetanus, therefore, is an intoxication produced 
by the tetanus bacillus, and for its development. the 
tetanus bacillus need not be present in the body, the 
toxin may be obtained from a culture and injected into 
the body. 

The tetanus bacillus remains localised at the site of the 
wound ; here the toxin is produced and from the wound 
where the tetanus poison is elaborated it is distributed 
over the body. But how is the poison distributed ? 
How is it conveyed to the central nervous system? By 
the blood stream, by the lymph stream, or how? Recently 
most interesting and most important researches to this 
end have been made at the Pasteur Institute in Paris, 
and it has been shown that the poison travels along the 
nerve trunks to the centres. The poison follows the 
most direct route to reach the highly developed cell body 
of the neuron. What acumen and intelligent foresight 
did our professional predecessors display in recommend- 
ing a further amputation of the tail in tetanus following 
docking ! Recommending in other words removal of 
the fountain of the mischief. If the distributory tract is 
along the course of the nerves from the manufactory at 
the wound would it not be worth the experiment to per- 
form neurectomy, say, of the plantar nerves in tetanus 
following a prick, or picked-up nail. I know that such 
a course is recommended, as in Law’s Veterinary Medi- 
cine, for instance, but I cannot call to mind a case on 
record where it has been done. 

The tetanus toxin, which is allied to diastase, is of 
great power. Two drops of pure toxin is sufficient to 
kill a horse with all the symptoms of acute tetanus, and 
this toxin has a peculiar predilection for nervous matter. 
If tetanus toxin is mixed with brain matter pounded 
down in a mortar it is found that the toxin is fixed by 
the nerve cells and neutralised, so much so that a fatal 
dose so treated no longer is able to produce fatal results 
on injection. This peculiar property is worth noting, 
especially as the hesioa tennliel injection of anti-tetanic 
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sertum has been utilised in the treatment of tetanus bot 
in man and animals. This fixing of the tetanus toxin 
by the nerve cells according to Metchnikoff, or neutrali- 
sation according to Wasserman and Takuki, explains 
why it is that tetanus toxin injected into an animal fails 
to be discovered during the incubative period of the 
disease, the excretions not containing it. According to 
Courmont and Doyen neurine and hydrochlorate of 
tetaine both neutralise the toxin. : 

Injected under ‘the skin in moderate doses the toxin 
sets up tetanus after a variable period, according to the 
neal: the dog in from 36 to 48 hours, ass 4 days, 
horse 5 days. In man the incubation period is 4 days, 
as Nicolas whilst working in Courmont’s laboratory un- 
wittingly showed. He had the misfortune to wound 
himself in the thumb with a hypodermic needle moist 
with tetanus toxin. Tetanus je si in 4 days, al- 
though the dose of toxin can scarcely be calculated. 

We thus see that the toxin is exceedingly potent, that 
it is formed at the wound, that it spreads by the nerve 
trunks its direction being centripetal, and that it is fixed 
or united with the nerve cells or cell bodies of the 
neurons. 

The lesions observed are not satisfactory even in the 
central nervous system, and in this tetanus corresponds 
with rabies where also there are as yet not tound indis- 
putable changes as the result of the infection. 

In 1890 attempts were made simultaneously to obtain 
what we now call anti-diphtheritic and anti-tetanic 
serum. Kitasato, who first isolated the tetanus bacillus 
in pure culture, and Behring were associated in the 
wk. A few years previously Kund Faber had at- 
tempted to vaccinate but failed. Kitasato and Behring 
immunised rabbits by injecting cultures of the organism 
followed by injections of trichloride of iodine. This was 
not satisfactory, and extracts of thymus were employed 
instead. Then Vaillard attenuated the toxin obtained 
by filtering, by subjecting to heat, and injecting doses 
of this heated less and less until the active toxin was 
given. A year later, in 1892, Roux and Vaillard working 
together found that by adding a solution of iodine to the 
toxin they could dispense with the heating, and soon 
‘large quantities of toxin plus iodine solution were in- 
jected into horses without danger, and with the best 
results of producing rapidly an antitoxic serum. — Fol- 
lowing the demonstration of antitoxin in the blood of 
animals rendered immune, the serwn of such immunised 
animals was examined to determine if it could save an 
animal from a lethal dose of toxin, and it was stated 
that the experimenters had been successful. This, how- 
ever, was a iistake. Antitetanic serum is not anti- 
tetanic once the symptoms are developed. It can only 
claim to be antitetanic when used prior to the develop- 

ment of the disease—used i a to operations or im- 
mediately on the receipt of an injury probably contain- 
ing tetanic material. The reason why antitetanic serum 
is not the success anticipated is that venerally the damage 
is done before it is used: that the symptoms of the 
disease indicate that the toxin has already reached the 
nerve centres, and that the muscular contractions are 
the mere manifestations of an Intense neuron poisoning 
having occurred. lhe exhibition of antitetanic serum 
after the appearance of the symptoms fails, in ny opinion, 
because the poison is in great part fixed, or is in such a 
condition that the antitoxin is not able to combine with 
it, that it is too diluted by the time it reaches the 
affected neurons having probably traversed the entire 
body before reaching the place where it is wanted, and 
that it is eliminated without coming in contact with the 
affected centres at all. It was probably for this reason 
that injection of the antitetanic serum directly into the 
brain was recommended, and certainly Roux’s and Bor- 
rel’s results im gtunea pigs seemed to warrant a trial. 
To Courmont and Doyan’s knowledge, up to 1899 24 
human beings have been so treated with 75 per cent. of 





h | deaths, a slightly higher percentage than under ordinary 
‘ eonditions.* This of course need not be taken as show- 


ing its inefficacy, some other factors may not have been 
taken sufficiently into account. I mean not that one 
should choose one’s cases so that the results should in- 
variably be good, but that the treatment should have a 
chance and not be expected to save those that are mori- 
bund, and some of the cases were very acute. 

This treatment however goes to show what I have 
mentioned above as to the toxin being fixed by the nerve 
cells and probably being now non-receptive or not able 
to combine with the antitoxin. Moreover, the antitoxin 
may be limited as to its scope of action when injected 
into the cerebral mass, or even into the internal ventri- 
cles, and not be able to reach some of the centres situated 
in the medulla. 

If the toxin is only loosely attached to the nerve cell 
and not fixed it may be possible to neutralise it by 
flooding the body with some agent which even in very 
dilute solution is able to neutralise the poison in vetro. 
The operation may be comparable to washing the body 
with artificial serum as is recommended in some forms 
of jaundice, as that in dogs due to the presence of an 
intracorpuscular parasite. Only in cases of tetanus the 
patient 1s so excitable and in a state of high tension, his 
muscles are so rigid and the skin usually so tightly drawn 
that large hypodermic injections cannot readily be ad- 
ministered. Still as we have a very serious malady to 
combat, and as it will not admit of mere palliative 
remedies, if we desire to save our patient we may as well 
get into grips with the case at once. 

And what ave we to do? | have already mentioned 
that antitetanic serum as a remedial agent is not to be 
recommended whatever its value, and it is great, as a 
preventive may be. Cases are on record of success in 
treatment when using antitetanic serum. There is 
nothing in that ; the animals would probably have re- 
covered without any treatment. I do not say this in 
a deprecatory spirit or to make a mere random state- 
ment, like one wise after the event, seeming to belittle 
what has apparently béen effectual, but from sincere 
conviction that the effect of the antitoxin itself could 
not possibly have relieved the condition. 

Recently Grams writing in the Berliner Thierdrztliche 
Wochenschrift for April 9, 1903, upon the treatment of 
tetanus in general, suns up his conclusions as follows : 
Tetanus always follows an injury, the stroke of a whip 
producing a superficial erosion may be the port of entry 
of the infection. The first signs of tetanus appear on 
the 14th day, sometimes before, rarely afterwards. Sub- 
acute cases of tetanus alone are curable ; by sub-acute 
cases is meant those forms where the disease shows 
itself by groups of muscles becoming successively in- 
volved and where trismus is only slight. The average 
duration of sub-acute tetanus is thirty days. Animals 
should not be slung, but a good bed is always indicated. 
All applications to the surface of the body should be 
withheld. Grooming operations should be entirely sus- 
pended, and the patient should be kept quiet. Cases of 
acute tetanus should be isolated whilst sub-acute 
cases which continue to feed may be kept in the common 
stable. lodide of sodium may be administered by 
intratracheal injection, by the mouth, by injection into 
rectum or subcutaneously. The latter method may set 
upa local inflammation. The dose of the iodide depends 
upon the symptoms and idiosyncrasies of the patient. 
Sufficient has been given when the patient continues to 
sweat under his sheeting. Grams uses 4 to 10 grammes 
(60 to 150 grains) daily, often he uses 5 grammes of the 
iodide dissolved in 30 grammes of water. He is of the 
opinion that iodide of sodium improves the general 
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*Moschcowitz records 48 cases treated intracerebrally, 23 
recovered, 25 died. 
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condition in sub-acute cases, and he recommended the 
salt. 

Generally we may endorse his opinions, but I think he 
has not laid sufficient stress upon the treatment of the 
wound where infection has occurred. believe a 
thorough and repeated disinfection of the wound with 
hot antiseptic solutions is an admirable adjuvant to sys- 
temic treatment, and in cases of tetanus following foot 
injuries the wound must be thoroughly cleansed and if 
necessary exposed to a thorough and conscientious irriga- 
tion. There is no doubt as to the entire mischief being 
at the wound, and in my opinion the first duty of the 
practitioner in a case of tetanus is to find the original 
wound and ensure that it remains quite aseptic. The 
continued pouring into the system of the tetanus toxin 
must be prevented, and the only way to check this is to 
remove the cause “root and branch.” Then again I do 
not think we all agree that slinging is valueless, indeed, 





we know that suspension of the patient often prevents 
him getting down, and if a patient does get down we 
know what distress follows the prolonged struggles and | 
efforts to rise. Even if slinging is not considered 
necessary, I think a bedding of a short material, as saw- 
dust or wheat chaff, is preferable to straw. These are 
points, however, which have to be considered as applying 
to individual cases, and different men hold different 
views, following their own experience. It is rather to 
the treatment of the malady than the patient to which 
I write. Prior to the appearance of Grams paper, which 
I quoted from above as it is annotated in the Revue 
Générale de Méd Vétérinaire, a case entered the College 
Hospital of the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland 
suffering from tetanus. I am indebted to Mr. Magee, 
M.R.C.V.S.,. the Hospital Surgeon, for the facts of the 
case. Most of the injections I made myself. 

Jan. 31, 1903. Bay gelding sent into hospital by 
Mr. R. B. Freeman, M.R.C.V.S., Dublin, suffering from 
tetanus. 

History. Had fallen about a week previously and 
received a bruise over the left eye and a punctured wound 
on outside of left foreleg (fore arm.) 

State on examination. Stiff all round. Much worse 
behind and walked on toes of hind feet. _When head 
raised the membrana nictitans extended. Slight trismus 
but animal able to take soft food. Tail extended and 
trembling. Temp 102°F. 

Treatment. Animal was put into slings, the box was 
darkened and the wound was irrigated with hot anti- 
septic solution. . The wound over eye had an ointment 
applied to it. That evening he received subcutaneously 
50 c.c, of Lugol’s solution of iodine and iodide of potas- 
slum in water. He also received sulph. magnesia, sodium 
bicarb and pot. iodide in his drinking water daily. 

Feb. 1. Slightly more use of the hind quarters. He 
received 100 ¢.c. of Lugol in the morning and 100 e.c. in 
the evening. Wounds were dressed. 

Feb. 2. Tail not so stiff. The membrana nictitans 
more prominent. Injections as before. 

Feb. 3. Condition as yesterday. Received 150 c.c. of 
Lugol morning and evening subcutaneously. 

Feb. 4. Condition as before. Same injections. 

Feb. 5. Temp. 104°F. Respirations more hurried. | 
Easily excited. Received in drinking water two drams | 
of pot. iodid. and an ounce chloral hydrate an hour | 
previous to the morning injection. Received morning 
and evening an injection of 150 ¢.c. Lugol’s solution. 

Feb. 6. Not so excitable. Respirations still hurried. 
Injections. 

eb. 7. General improvement now marked. Received 
300 c.c. of Lugol subcutaneously daily until Feb. 10th 
when all symptoms having disappeared treatment was 





sto — 

tL. 0 not claim that this single case which we have | 
treated with the iodine solution is sufficient to warrant | 
all other methods being condemned—that is not my in- 


tention. I merely wish to draw attention to the fact 
that Lugol’s solution is capable of rendering innocuous 
many lethal doses of tetanus toxin when the toxin is 7 
vitro and that it is probable that the same solution may 
neutralise the poison when it is in the body and exerting 
its harmful influence upon the nerve centres. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr. Woops, in opening the discussion, said the term 
idiopathic tetanus was misnomer. The discovery of 
the method of spread of the disease seemed to him to be 
one of the most valuable of recent discoveries with re- 
gard to tetanus. He believed it was now settled that 
tetanus so to speak crawled up the nerves, and that it 
was not conveyed by the lymphatics. If the disease 
followed docking, re-docking was a scientific treatment. 
Neurectomy, or the cutting out of a piece of the nerve 
in case of tetanus following a pricked foot was distinctly 
scientific treatment, though he had never seen the opera- 
tion performed. He had a peculiar experience which 
yerhaps many might not be able to verify, of a horse 
ee had tetanus twice, and he was prepared to say 
that the first attack did not prevent a second attack 
which killed the animal in three days. The modern 
treatment of tetanus he believed resolved itself in two 
parts, the injection of antitetanic serum and the injec- 
tion of a solution of iodine. He was of opinion that the 
antitetanic serum was a preventive but not a curative 
agent. In sub-acute tetanus in which the muscles of 
respiration were not affected he firmly believed that the 
injection of antitetanic serum was of value and shor- 
tened the period of recovery, although he had no scien- 
tific reason for saying so except that he knew his 
success had been greater since his adoption of the anti- 
tetanic serum. In those cases which were going to «lie 
in two or three days the serum was of no use. His 
experience of iodine was that it was of no value what- 
ever. As to slinging there was no hard and fast rule, in 
many cases it was of value, while in others it was of 
no use. After a case of tetanus it was advisable to <is- 
infect the slings, as he had seen tetanus follow other 
cases of tetanus through the use of the same slings. He 
disbelieved in the efticacy of the dark box in tetanus and 
had therefore abolished it with beneficial results. He 
had come to the conclusion that the more sunlight that 
could be got on to a case of tetanus the better. 

Mr. SuMNER said he had found antitetanic serum of 
no use, and that it had invariably aggravated the disease 
After recognising the tetanus bacillus he was led to use 
iodine on account of its being very obnoxious to all bac- 
terial growths. In acute cases of tetanus he was of 
opinion that treatment of any kind was of no avail, but 
in sub-acute cases if they were left alone and with 
rational treatment they usually recovered. He would 
like to know from the Professor how a horse suttering 
from tetanus became a communicating centre of infec- 
tion to others. 

Mr. Luoyp pointed out that having under his care 
close upon 200 horses which had to go on to rubbish tips 
he had a considerable experience in the treatment of 
wounds, especially foot wounds. Recognising that the 
animals got infection from the wounds, he instructed 
the smiths that whenever they found wounds, especially 
in the foot, to thoroughly pare the horn until the wound 
bled freely and then place the foot into a wooden tul) of 
hot water, the hot water being kept on for 20 minutes. 
This treatment he had found of very great effect. After 
taking the foot out of the water it was treated with an 
antiseptic solution. The tetanus cases previously were 
very frequent. In sub-acute cases the animal was ut 
into a dark box, slung, and the ordinary treatment 
adopted. There was, however, no trismus. Speaking 
of idiopathic cases of tetanus they were all agreed that 
the word itself was out of date. 

Mr. Taytor agreed with the other speakers that the 
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so-called sub-acute cases of tetanus recovered notwith- 
standing any treatment, and that there were others in 
which remedial measures were not the slightest use. 
With regard to slinging there were cases which should 
be slung, while in others it was inadvisable to do.so. If 
slinging unduly excited the animal it ought to be discon- 
tinued, but if not it was beneficial. W hile he followed 
with much appreciation Prof. Mettam’s tracing of the 
invasion of the system by the bacillus of tetanus, he 
would have been glad had he traced the onward course 
of the bacillus or toxin after the death of the animal it- 
self, and why or in what form did the animal, which 
became defunct from an attack of tetanus, become an 
agent of danger to remaining live animals. Mr. Taylor 
concluded by thanking the professor for his very inter- 
esting address. 

Mr. Hopkin doubted whether sufticient was known of 
the life-history of tetanus, or where it came from. All 
he knew of the disease was that scientists had got hold 
of the bacilli from an infected case and made cultiva- 
tions. As to the treatment, it could be summed up 
shortly— mild cases generally recovered, whereas serious 
cases did not. He agreed with Mr. Woods as to the 
beneticial effects of allowing the animal infected with 
tetanus to have plenty of sunlight. 

Mr. FAuLKNER complimented Professor Mettam on 
his lucid and interesting paper upon such an important 
subject. As to slinging, he believed, as the result of his 


experience, that there was no rule, but it was naturally | 


a question of judgment and close observation. It was 
somewhat difficult to accurately judge whether an ani- 
mal would or would not stand fourteen days or be a 
suitable subject to put into slings. With respect to the 
cases quoted as recovering under the effects of sunlight 
and being turned out to grass, he would like to know 
whether there was any degree of trismus. In Charleston, 
South Carolina, where he visited last year ona holiday, 
there were numerous cases of punctured feet in mules, 
and thé practice there was to immediately antiseptically 
cleanse and treat the animal for a punctured wound, ad- 
minister antitetanic serum, food not to wait for the 
advent of tetanus. This, he was told, was a great pre- 
ventive of tetanus and quite an every-day practice. Not 
only did he agree with what had been said about. the 
frequent non-success of the treatment attending very 
acute cases of tetanus, but knew how pitiable it was to 
see the distress of the animal and yet be unable to re- 
lieve its suffering. The sub-acute cases, of course, in- 
variably recovered with rational treatment and favour- 
able surroundings. In tetanus cases where the breathing 
was difficult, for years past he had been in the habit of 
administering oxygen, and in many instances this had 
been the means of tiding the animal over a critical 
period, but he should like to have the Professor's 
opinion upon the matter. It seemed peculiar that in 
his (Mr. Faulkner) practice a period of from twelve to 
eighteen months would elapse without there being a 
single case of tetanus, yet when a case occurred there 
would be quite a run of them, although the animals 
came from districts far apart and had different sur- 
roundings. 
_ Mr. PackMan inquired whether injecting a liquid 
form of oxygen would have a beneficial result in tetanus 
cases. He was with all the speakers in the opinion that 
acute cases scarcely ever recovered, while sub-acute cases 
would recover by leaving them alone. 

Mr. GIBLIN instanced a case which came under his 
observation when he was assistant to Mr. Carter of 
Burnley. The horse was brought up from grass suffer- 
ing from tetanus. No wound could be found but the 

gait of the animal was a most peculiar action of 
exaggerated stringhalt, both hind legs hitting t] lo. 
8 g the abdo- 


men at every step the animal took. There was. how- 
me 


ever, no trismus, though this developed shortly after 


In the case of tetanus resulting from punctured feet the 





Professor stated that it passed along the trunk of the 
nerve. Now in passing along the trunk of the nerve it 
must either pass by the blood vessels or the lymphatics. 
With regard to the contamination of the slings he 
would henceforth have them thoroughly washed and 
dressed. 

Mr. WotstENHOLME thanked Professor Mettam for 
the interesting and instructive paper he had given to 
them, and remarked that he scarcely remembered a paper’ 
in connection with the Lancashire Society in which a 
man’s earlier studies had to be drawn upon so much to 
fully appreciate the paper—subjects such as Chemistry, 
Anatomy, and Physiology. ; 

In alluding to the case of Mr. Woods’ in which a colt 
had had two attacks of tetanus, Mr. Wolstenholme 
thought that this quite bore out the experience gained 
by experiment that the immunity given by the anti- 
toxin lasted for a short period only. Referring to those 
cases which occurred without any visible external wound, 
the speaker thought that it was not difficult to under- 
stand how this and other bacterial diseases might arise 
by the inhalation and ingestion of spores. As to the 
greater prevalence of tetanus in certain districts, and 
that at varying times a greater number of cases were 
seen in the same district ; this was to be accounted for 
by the fact that in certain soils the bacilli were more 
abundant, and that at times the soil became dust and 
was more extensively distributed than at others. 

Mr. Garnett remarked that all the speakers ap- 
peared self-confident that they were able to diagnose 
without difficulty every case of tetanus. He, however, 
had very grave doubts about that. He thought that as 
time went on a more accurate diagnosis of the diseases 
of animals would be made than at present. It was 
rather strange that this point had not been raised, but 
in those cases both in cattle and in horses. the various 
symptoms which were observable required to be analysed 
and proved in each case. 

The PRESIDENT said he had had a considerable ex- 
perience with tetanus which he had seen in the 
equine, bovine and ovine species. In cattle, with 
few exceptions, it always followed castration. In the: 
donkey as well as the sheep it had been introduced 
through wounds. Most of the cases in the human species 
were, he thought, the result of accidents on the roads. 
Acute cases should not be looked upon as always hope- 
less, especially from docking. The best plan was to 
get at the surface of the wound and cauterise it, or re- 
dock the animal, and with rational treatment and 
favourable surroundings there was every hope of re- 
covery. If the animal could stand, dispense with slings, 
but if not adopt them. ; 

Professor Merrram, in reply, expressed his firm 
opinion that there was no idiopathic tetanus. Mr. 

Yoods’ case of an animal having a second. attack of 
tetanus, which proved fatal, confirmed what was known 
already, that the immunity given to an animal from re- 

veated injections of anti-tetanic serum was speedily 
ost. With Mr. Woods he believed that it was quite 
possible for tetanus to follow other cases of tetanus 
through the use of the same slings. As to the fate of 
the toxin after the animal died, he supposed it under- 
went decomposition. As to the practice in Carolina of 
using antitetanic serum for punctured wounds, it was 
evident that the people out there found that the anti- 
tetanic serum was of more value as a preventive than a 
remedial agent. With regard to the use of oxygen 
during the crisis of the tetanus, he presumed that the 
virtue was to be found. in relieving the animal of @ 
certain amount of dyspnoea when the respiratory muscles 
were involved. It was difficult to explain why certain 
diseases appeared at certain times, but his experience 
of veterinary practice was that it never rained but it 
poured. 
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Mr. Woops proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Pro- 
fessor Mettam for his able and instructive paper. | 
The PresmpENT seconded, and Mr. Faulkner having 


supported, the proposition was carried with unanimity. 


A vote of thanks was accorded to the President for his 
conduct in the chair, the resolution being moved by Mr. 
Faulkner, and seconded by Mr. Packman. 








LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The summer meeting was held at the Angel Hotel, 
Peterborough, on the 18th of June, when Mr. H. C. 
Reeks, of Spalding, the President elected for the year, 


occupied the chair. There were also present Messrs. J. 


Mackinder, Peterboro’; H. H. Nickolls, Oundle; J. 


Smith, Huntingdon ; J. W. Gresswell, Peterborough ; T. 


Holmes, Bourne ; T. B. Bindloss, Long Sutton ; T. W. 
Turner, Sleaford, secretary ; Prof. Pritchard and other 


gentlemen. 


The minutes of the last meeting, held at Grantham, 
were taken as read. 

The Secretary read letters and telegrams from 
several members of the Association who had found it 
a to attend the meeting. 

A circular had also been received from the Secretar 


of the Royal Institute of Public Health, setting fort. 


the programme of their meetings to be held at Liver- 
001 from the 15th to the 21st of July, and asking the 

incolnshire Association to send delegates to the meet- 
ings. The President thought the discussions that were 
to take place were very important and were on the lines 
upon which they should have to work in the future, and 
no doubt a good deal of information would be gathered 
by the delegates who were present. He believed some 
Associations were sending two delegates and some only 
one. 

Mr. Binpioss thought it would bea good thing if 
they could send a delegate, and asked how the funds 
were, if they had any money available for the purpose. 

The Secretary, in the absence of Mr. Russell, the 
treasurer, replied that according to their rules they could 
not do otherwise than keep £20in the bank, and he was 
unable to tell them exactly how they stood, but he 
knew the subscriptions did not come in very fast. 

Mr. BInpLoss proposed that the President be eee 
ted to attend the meetings if the funds would allow it, 
this was seconded by Mr. Smith and agreed to. 

Mr. J. H. Potxs, M.R.C.V.S., of Thorney, and Mr. 
R. W. Know es, M.R.C.V.S., of Wisbech, were then 
ballotted for as members of the Association and declared 


elected nem. con. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Mr. H. C. Rerxks, Spalding. 


Gentlemen,—In these my remarks on taking the 


-chair I intend to be brief. It seems to me that an 
address of this nature, if of any length, tends too often 


to be a repetition of what has been said before. 

_ At the risk of treading on dangerous ground I wish 
first to say a few words concerning the attendances at 
our meetings. The history of the Association, the way 
in which it was founded by a small body of earnest men 


-each anxious for the welfare of the profession to which 


he belonged, and its career under their management I 
shall not touch on. What more concerns us is its pre- 
sent position. 

I believe I am correct when I say that financially we 


-are, well, solvent. We may not have a large surplus of 


cash in hand, but at any rate we can see our way in 
front of us. Considering that alone, that the Society is 
not in monetary difficulties, the first thing that strikes 





one, especially a newly elected member, is the smallness 
of the gathering. I must honestly confess to a wish to 
see a change, to see the meetings better attended, a 
greater interest taken in the matters brought forward for 
discussion, and more individual enthusiasm for the suc- 
cess of the Association. 

It is heartbreaking for a man to prepare an original 
thesis only to read it before a comparatively small com- 
pany, say five or six, no matter how enthusiastic or in- 
terested those five or six may be. 

Our Secretary informs us he has a difficulty in obtain- 
ing papers. Tomy mind thisapathetic attendance forms 
one very palpable reason for the trouble he has in that 
respect. We have on our books now between 30 and 40 
members. Surely, gentlemen, it would be hard indeed 
to say that among that number of modern veterinary 
—— there is insufficient talent to keep us supplied 
with three papers per annum. It cannot be that. It is 
not as though we were a gathering of chimney sweeps or 
shoeblacks. From that number of intelligent veterinar- 
ians we should be able to obtain double the necessary 
number of papers and each of them good. 

A better attendance at the meetings would mean more 
stimulus to intending essayists. Consequently it is our 
duty, each one of us, even at some little inconvenience 
to ourselves to attend as many of the Association’s 
meetings as possible. 

If every member now on the books would but resolve 
to attend one meeting per annum—that is to say one 
only out of three, we should even then advance our pre- 
sent rate of attendance. Surely that is not asking too 
much of those who have joined this body. 

I feel confident that in ventilating this subject I am 
only airing the views of those around me. Failing a 
better attendance at the meetings as at present arranged 
I would even go so far as to suggest that an annual 
meeting, if more largely attended, would prove more to 
our advantage. 

Passing from this to questions of a social or political 
nature we may pick out two as calling for remark. 

First will come that ever green topic “the social status 
of the veterinary surgeon.” Now and again, usually 
from the pen of a youth graduate, more rarely from that 
of a greybeard, we find an indignant letter in one or the 
other of our professional journals exclaiming bitterly 
against the position the writer’s profession compels him 
to take in the social circle of his neighbourhood. 

Regarding the earnest and constant attention his call- 
ing will exact, the hours it will claim, and the energy it 
will rob him of, I am bound to admit that to a very 

eat extent the veterinary surgeon will be debarred 

rom participating in the social life around him. But 
that the profession, simply asa profession, will form any 
serious bar to a man’s social recognition I do not 
believe. | am far from saying that “ cook’s son,” “duke’s 
son,” should indiscriminately “ hob-nob,” be “ hail fellow 
well met” the one with the other, but I do most em- 
yhatically assert that a man’s social position is made 
y himself and not by the profession to which he hap- 
pens to belong. Siatietally. in making himself the 
man makes his profession. Self respect will command 
the respect of others. In proportion as a man by his 
own efforts raises himself, so in greater proportion will 
he become elevated in the eyes of those looking on. 

This sounds somewhat like preaching, I admit, but it 
expresses the views I hold concerning discussions as to 
veterinary surgeons’ social status. I consider those dis- 
cussions futile—nay, childish. To a larger extent than 
is usually thought the man makes the profession, and 
not the profession the man. Surely that is a nobler 
view than believing we have only idly to saunter into 
someone or other of the professions other than our own 
in order to become a demi-god of the little social eddy 
in which we may happen to be floating. It is, at any 
rate, a more powerful incentive to the leading of an 





oat 














A me ee ROSS ere 








a 


iy 


OL Reet nt AE RISE 





ie li 
UE 
a 
if 
i a 
: 
a 


46 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


july 18, 1903 





' surgeons themselves. 


active and strenuous life. With certain limitations life 
holds out to a man what he chooses to pluck, pyr 
the “plucking” be energetically performed. It 1s the 
old tale of mother nature, the all cr law of evolu- 
tion—the weaker going to the wall, the fittest surviving 

and we may, in the words of our American cousins, 
“ oo the tarnation whole” that the man who is constantly 
bewailing his lack of social recognition has very largely 
only himself to blame. 

The man whé so complains has only to look around 
him. I have met—you all have met veterinary surgeons 
whom to have known has been an honour. Men who 
have made themselves, made their profession, and com- 
manded the respect and admiration of their fellow citi- 
zens. One such has lately passed the great divide— 
Harry Olver. In the words of the Editor of The Veters- 
nary Record “ All who knew him will for years to come 
connect the holder of the title veterinary surgeon with 
the life and work of a good man and a gentleman.” 

No, the profession will not make us. It is for us to 
make ourselves, to emulate the example of such a man 
as [ have just mentioned. In so doing we shall raise 
ourselves, the profession to which we belong, and pay 
the greatest possible tribute to his memory. 

One other question that has been troubling the pro- 
fessional mind of late is the one of our representation 
in Parliament. Those who advocate this appear to ex- 
pect that many grievances under which veterinary sur- 
geons labour regarding State appointments and State 
recognition would in that way be remedied. I do not 
helieve this. 

Granted that reform in this respect is needed, I can- 
not for the life of me see that the election of one man 
to an assembly of some several hundreds is at all likely 
to bring it about. There are so many and more influ- 
ential parties in our House of Commons, each with a 
private axe to grind, that so comparatively small a body 
as the veterinary would be almost ignored. 

To my mind, though it smacks somewhat of coercion, 
always a dangerous remedy no matter what the ill, many 
of our grievances might be considerably lessened by a 
greater spirit of “trades-unionism” among veterinary 
Though it does not live there 
under that name, a form of trades unionism exists on 
the General Medical Council, especially in the framing 
of their laws relating to professional etiquette. As a 
body we are open to improvement in this respect and 
alterations therein must come from the governing body 
of our own little clan, and not from that of the nation. 

One last word gentlemen, and that is to thank you 
most heartily for the honour you have done me in elect- 
ing me your President. I feel that it has given me cer- 
tain duties and responsibilities. The former, with the 
help of my brother members, I shall perform to the best 
of my ability, and the latter I hope P shall not shirk. 


The president being thanked for his up-to-date address 
the Secretary said he should like to explain their position 
with regard to their not having a representative on the 
Council of R.C.V.S.. They would remember that at their 
last meeting it was stated that Mr. C. Hartley, who had 
represented them for some years, had stated that he 
should not again offer himself for election, and accord- 
ingly Mr. Gooch, of Stamford, was mentioned as a suitable 
candidate. But nothing could be done as it was not 
known positively whether Mr. Hartley was going to stand 
or not. He had written to Mr. Hartley asking him to 
inform him whether he was retiring or not, but he had 
received no reply. He had also seen him personally 
when he had stated that when he had come to a decision 
in the matter, he thought he should issue a circular 
letter to the members, but neither himself nor the Presi- 


as a candidate to represent them. 


| 
} 





dent had received any circular and he did not think any | 


of the members had. As therefore he knew nothing for 
certain he was unable to send Mr. Gooch’s name forw 


it was a pity and he regretted that their district had no 
representative, and it was strange that Mr. Hartley 
should go off without saying a word to anyone about 
retiring. Perhaps Mr. Gooch thought it was the fault 
of the Secretary or President that he had not been 
nominated. Did they think that was the reason Mr. 
Gooch was not present at that meeting ? ' 

Mr. GresswELt did not think that, as the Secretary 
or President had heard nothing, they could ask the 
Midland Counties to support Mr. Gooch’s candidature. 

Mr. MAcKINDER said they had a nominee, but they had 
been let down. If they had known they would have 
joined with the other Associations and elected another 
representative. 
a twelvemonth. 

The CuarrMan: No, the opportunity is gone. 

Several other members spoke on the subject, express- 
ing the opinion that the matter was very unsatisfactory, 
and then the subject dropped. 

Mr. GrEssWELL remarked that a good deal had been 
said about having a member of the profession to repre- 
sent them in Parliament, but he had never oad of 
anything being done. He was of opinion that if they 
were united in their action they would do as well without 
as with sending a member there. 

Professor PRITCHARD thought a single veterinary sur- 
geon sent to Parliament would be absolutely useless. 
He would neither be of use of any kind nor even an 
ornament. He had a recollection of one being there and 
the whole time he never said a word about the profession, 
and perhaps if he had and had brought about a division 
he would the found himself in the lobby without any- 
one to keep him company. He thought it would be a 
mistake to send an isolated member of the profession to: 
Parliament, even if he had the money and time to 
spare. 

‘Swine Fever [NspEcToRs.” 


In answer to the call-of the President, Mr. J. Smrru 
said he was not going either to make a speech or to read 
them a paper, but there was a grievance from which he 
and other members of the profession were suffering and 
he considered that their meeting was the proper oppor- 
tunity for bringing it forward. They might think he 
was very personal, he was not sure that in expressing his 
opinion he was not voicing the feelings of a large majority 
of the veterinary inspectors in the country. He had to 
find fault with the action of the Board of Agriculture. As 
they were aware a certain number of the veterinary ins- 
pectors were receiving retaining fees and others were prac- 
tically struck off the rolls at the beginning of the year. He 
did not find any fault with those inspectors who had been 
fortunate enough to be appointed. Had he been offered 
the same chance, as a matter of business he would have 
taken it, but that did not prove that the action of the 
Board was right. The inspectors were practically dis- 
missed without any information or reason being given. 
The inspectors who have been discarded by the Board 
of Agriculture have to pay rates aud taxes the same as 
the substituted men, and speaking personally he might 
say that not being employed by the Board made a con- 
siderable difference ia ls income, and more than that he 
maintained that the employment of a neighbouring 
inspector in one’s district certainly did not add to the 
local man’s prestige. He had no fault to find with the 
mspectors solely employed by the Board. Mr. Smith 
thought that if a proper representation was made to the 
right quarter what he complained about might be 
remedied. Col. Nunn had once told them that nothing 
could be done with the Government without organisation, 
and he considered that in other Veterinary Medical As- 


| sociations they had the instrument to hand and they 
| ought to use it. 


He could only see two reasons for the 
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Mr. Mackinder said’ 
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tariff men were able to recognise swine fever and the 
other inspectors were not, or else the change has been 
made for the sake of economy. In considering these 
reasons he said he had been an inspector for sixteen 
years and he had seen enough of swine fever to recognise 
it when he came acrossa case. The only time his opinion 
was doubted—as an Irishman would say—was twice, 
but it was in the same outbreak, and at the third time 
of asking the Board agreed with him that they had to 
deal with swine fever and the rest of the pigs were 
killed. He thought they might dismiss the idea of in- 
competence being the reason of their being no longer 
employed by the Board. The other reason might be on 
the ground of economy but this would not apply to his 
district. A client of his asked him to look at a pig, and 
as it had been reported as swine fever a gentleman was 
sent over from Cambridge to inspect it. He declared 
it was swine fever and the district was declared an in- 
fected area. He drove over again in a fortnight and 
again in a month when the place was declared free. 
Each time this inspector had to drive 19 miles, and past 
Mr. Smith’s house to inspect the place which was pa a 
few hundred yards from Mr. Smith’s house. pte 
case had occurred when an inspector had been sent from 
Peterborough to a place within 200 yards of his house. 
There could be no economy in sending an inspector all 
these miles when qualified men were on the spot. 

The PrestpENT did not think it was for the sake of 
economy or a slight on the local inspectors, it seemed to 
him that it was getting in the thin edge of the wedge to 
knock the regulations on the head. 

Mr. GRESSWELL said they had no cases in Peterborough, 
but two officers from the Board called on the County 
Council and asked them to make regulations. He 
fought against it and with the aid of the City Council 
defeated the making of the regulations by one vote. 

Mr. BrypLoss considered the action of the Board was 
very hard on the local inspectors. He had had a very 
large district, and at the end of the year it had been 
taken from him. He did not think economy had any- 
thing to do with it for he had known the present inspec- 
tor drive 193 miles in a hansom cab to inspect, but the 
Board seemed to want two opinions before they would 
believe anything. He did not think the work was any 
better done than by the local veterinary surgeon, and there 
were not too many pickings to be got from the Board 
for them to take work away from the local man, who he 
thought ought to be appointed for their own districts 
and not one man to have such a large area. 

Mr. GREsSWELL said he should propose that the local 
yeterinary surgeon should be called in to inspect sus- 
picious cases and to report to the authorities instead of 
to the police. 

Mr. Bryptoss said in his district if he inspected a case 
“of a swine fever and found it was so, he re- 
ported it to the police. His decision had been over- 
ruled by the police more than once and it had turned 
out that the constable had been wrong. 

Prof. PrrrcHarD: Next time I should report direct to 
the Board. 

Mr. Brxpioss : I don’t, I report it to the police and 
then I hear nothing more about it. 

_ Prof. PrirrcHarp: I should go a step higher next 
time. 

Mr. Srru said he had had a pig killed that had died 





had any suspicious cases he ordered them to be reported 
to the County Council cattle inspector. The cattle in- 
spector generally called him in when the case was at all 
suspicious, but he had not any appointment whatever. 

Prof. PrrrcHaRD thought it would be better that the 
different societies should join together than that a 
resolution should go to the Board of Agriculture from 
one Association alone. 

Mr. SmitH moved that the following resolution be sent 


to the various societies asking them to pass a similar 


resolution for presentation to the President and Secre- 
tary of the Board of Agriculture :—‘ That this meeting 
of the Lincolnshire Veterinary Association, respectfully 
suggest to the Board of Agriculture, that the employ- 
ment of Logal Veterinary Inspectors to determine the 
existence of Swine Fever or other Scheduled Diseases 
in a neighbouring Inspector’s district, is likely to de- 
crease the local practitioners prestige in his own district, 
and is calculated also to do him harm.” 

Mr. BrInpDLoss seconded, and Mr. Gresswell heartily 
approved of the resolution, which was carried unani- 
mously. 

Gastric TYMPANY. 


Mr. Smiru then opened the discussion on the paper 
on the above subject read by Mr. H. C. Reeks, F.R.C.V.5. 
of Spalding, at the last meeting of the Association. He 
said since the last meeting he had had three cases of this 
complaint and all on one farm. Two of the cases were 
of a mild nature, but the other was much more severe. 
This mare had been taken with violent pains and was so 
bad that she threw herself down. She was given some 
colic drink, but this seemed to give no relief ; gave her 
another one. She knocked herself about so that he 
had her put ina straw yard. Her nostrils were dilated, 
she was breathing badly, her pulse 90, with an abnormal 
temperature ; inclined to sweat, but fairly warm at the 
extremities. He ordered fomentations, expecting that 
he had rupture of the stomach to deal with. He saw 
her a couple of hours after—at six o’clock, but she was 
the same. At 9 o'clock her pulse was 80, but there did 
not appear to be any other b mecati At eleven her pulse 
was 80, the surface of the body was much warmer and 
the body settling down. At four in the morning she 
was looking much brighter, the pulse was 70, the tem- 

erature normal, the tympany had disappeared, and she 
ooked like getting all right. 

Mr. MACKINDER was in favour of giving the ordinary 
solution of ammonia, but it must not be too strong or 


| the throat would be affected. 


Mr. SMITH said the mare was discharging at the nos- 
trils ; but the extremities were never really cold, and 
there was no cold sweat. If there had been, of course he 
should have said she must die. 

Mr. BrInpLoss wondered why they gave so much 
water. He thought it was a great advantage to give as 
little fluid as possible. 

Prof. PRITCHARD said the case was one of distended 
stomach and was due to indigestion, probably caused by 
taking water and food at the same time. Dr. Abernethy 
used to say, if you must drink never drink when you 


| are eating, and never drink water. Tbe Professor be- 


lieved the worst thing they could drink was water if it 
was taken at the same time as the food. If the food 


| goes into the stomach in the original condition and the 


from anthrax and ordered it to be buried, but it was | 
left in a field until the morning and the disease spread | 
to some sheep, pigs, and cows that were in the field. The | 


policeman said it was not as he had reported when he 
ordered the pig to be killed. 

Mr. NickoLts asked if they could not combine with 
other societies and bring the matter of the local veteri- 
nary surgeon before the Board, and see if they could not 
send up a joint resolution. 


The SEcRETARY said he had got on very well ; if he 


gastric juices are left to deal with it, there is true diges- 
tion, but you bring about the opposite result if you give 
the horse water with his food. If they gave the animal 
water that is colored on a empty stomach they would 
find that in the course of a few minutes all the water 
had been discharged in the bowels, but if they gave it 
water at the same time as the food, true digestion was 
prevented. The sentinel at the outlet of the stomach 
would not let the water escape lest it should carry some 
small particles of undigested food with it, and con- 
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sequently the water and food were kept in the stomach 
mixing together; the gastric juices were unable to 
ng pd do their work and the conditions described 
in the paper were produced. He was not speaking from 
theory but from actual experience on the matter. The 
Professor instanced cases of gripes, that he could re- 
member when he wasa lad, being very prevalent amongst 
a number of horses, who were given water with their 
food, but on thé suggestion of his father or brothers, the 
horses when they were brought in from work were tied 
up to a pillar and watered before they went into the 
stable, and from that time colic and gripes diminished 
in the stables to a considerable extent. He practised 
the same thing with his own horses now, and it was un- 
known in his stables. If one of his men was to give 
water with the food, it would be the last time he would 
do it to one of his horses. Some people set water so 
that the animals could get at it when they liked, but he 
did not agree with that. It was alleged that the affec- 
tion was caused by sucking in air or whilst crib-biting. 
But he should like some one to prove to him that the 
horse did ever swallow air, or the human being either. 
If they did it once he did not think they would ever 
want to do it a second time. Let them try it, but they 
would not succeed. He knew there was a gulping 
sound often made, but if they noticed they would see 
that the cesophagus was never distended, which it 
always did when water or food was swallowed and the 
same thing must happen if wind was swallowed. Wind- 
sucking and crib-biting were the result of indigestion and 
not the cause of it. In giving horses suffering from this 
complaint medicine he gave very much less than a 
gallon, and he always used Rodes’ pump, which would 
enable them to get the fluid into the stomach without 
“7 bad feeling by the animal. 

Mr. MackInDER remarked that if a strap was buckled 
tightly round the horse it would stop wind-sucking and 
crib-biting. 

Prof. PrrrcHarp said unfortunately he had had what 
was called a wind-sucker for fifteen years ; he had had 
a strap put on it but it had not prevented it. 

Mr. Mackinber said he had known horses if the strap 
had been left off they had become blown up even if they 
had nothing to eat. 

Prof. PrircHarp: “Blown up!” then it must have 
swallowed a hogshead of air. 

Mr. GREsSSWELL condemned the action of a great many 
horse keepers who when they found one of their horses 
suffering from colic, would give them large doses of 
their own favourite nostrum such as turpentine and 
water, etc., before they sent for the veterinary surgeon 
- often found he had been called in to see the anima 

ie. 

After a short reply from the President, a hearty vote 
of thanks was accorded to the writer of the paper on the 
> of Mr. Mackinder, seconded by Mr. Gress- 
well. 

The members afterwards dined together at the hotel. 








BORDER COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY, 


A meeting was held at the Central Hotel. Carli 
Friday, July 3rd. Mr. Lindsay, tere pproneage 
to the chair, in the temporary absence of Mr. J. W 
Hewson, Carlisle, and there were also present Messrs. 
Latta, Ambleside ; Ashley, Dalston ; Craig-Robinson, 
McKie, Carlisle, who has recently returned from South 


Africa ; and F. W. Garnett, Winderm y 
and Treasurer. ere, Hon. Secretary 


THE NATIONAL Soctery’s VISIT To WINDERMERE. 


Mr. Garnett stated that at a meetir i 
; i : ig of the Provi- 
sional Committee in Preston, about Gites or Brn 








attended, and they agreed to act with the Border Coun- 
ties. They appointed Mr. Latta, Ambleside, Local 
Secretary, and he and Mr. Rimmer to work with the 
Border Society in making arrangements for the visit. A 
circular was issued asking for subscriptions. 

Mr. Larra read over the provisional programme, 
which would be settled in a week or two’s time at 
Kendal. 

The meeting approved of the arrangements of the Sub- 
Committee so far, on the motion of Mr. Robinson. 


Tue Late Mr. WARWICK. 


The CHAIRMAN said it was as little as the Society 
could do to ask the Secretary to write to the late Mr.. 
Warwick’s mother and express their sympathy at his 
early death. They all sympathised very much, for Mr.. 
Warwick had been taken away in the prime of life. 
Only at the Society’s last meeting he attended and read 
a good paper, which they all derived benefit from. 

Mr. RoBInson, in seconding the motion, said the late 
Mr. Warwick was an old friend, and he felt very keenly 
his premature removal. He had had a brilliant college 
career, and a bright future before him. 

The motion was agreed to unanimously. 


Roya InstituTE oF Pusitic HEALTH. 


Mr. GARNETT was appointed delegate to represent the’ 
Society at the Congress of the Royal Institute of Public 
Health at Liverpool, on the motion of the Chairman, 
seconded by Mr. Ashley. 


THE STATUS OF THE PROFESSION IN THE ARMY. 


Mr. GARNETT read the circular letter from the Central 
Veterinary Medical Society asking the Society to adopt 
a resolution similar to one enclosed, to be forwarded to- 
the Secretary of State for War. 

Mr. GaRNETT said the Society sent a resolution last 
year to the War Office on this matter, and they just got 
the ordinary official acknowledgment. Since then there 
had been no furthur’ communication from them. He 
supposed they had treated the other societies in the same 
way. 

Mr. Ropinson said Mr. McKie might be able to give 
them a little information on the subject, having been in 
the Army Veterinary Department. 

Mr. McKie said the Army always growled, whatever 
the position was. There did not seem to be any want 
of veterinary surgeons joining the army. But it was not 
a good place for a good man. He had,to serve 15 years 
before he could get a pension of £200, whereas a man in 
civil life could work up a good practice in the time. 
Still a good deal depended upon the individual veteri- 
nary surgeon as to his position. Some things required 
remedying, as for instance the title ; and there ought to 
be a separate department. They ought to run their own 
show. As it is the veterinary officer is never in command 
of anything, but is under the command of the _— 
officers. These were the two worst things. Colonel 
Long did very good work out there, but he had a power 
which the veterinary surgeon had not ; he could order 
anything he wanted and see it was got. The department 
ought to be made into a corps of its own, the same as 
the Medical Corps (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Garner said they should wait until the Parlia- 
mentary Committee had reported. It was rather rough 
to threaten anything before that. If the report was not 
satisfactory then go for them, but he did not think they 
‘oy frighten anything out of them by sending this 

tter. 


It was agreed that the subject stand over. 


VETERINARY INSPECTORSHIPS GRIEVANCE. 
P The circular letter was read from the Lincolnshire 
Veterinary Medical Association forwarding copy of @ 
resolution passed at their meeting on June 18th, and 
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asking for the support of the Society. [The resolution | not confidence in them all. 


will be found on p. 47, 2nd col.] 


Mr. Rosrnson said that they as practitioners had as | 


They had to send a young 
man from London (Laughter.) 


Mr. GARNETT said a medical man certified a case of 


great a fault to find with the treatment meted out to | scarlet fever, but the medical officer did not take the 
them by the Board of Agriculture as the veterinary sur- | case out of his hands. 


geons in the Army had. They reported cases of infec- | 
tious disease, and without warning or anything else the | 
veterinary inspector of the Board was sent down, and he | 


could take the case as he liked. He went to see some 
pigs a few years ago which ‘died. He said it was not 
swine fever, but as there were four pigs ailing he advised 


‘ ao | 
int ie Dene Seer ee Seren, Tas wae | said’ Mr. Thompson had a large amount of influence with 


_ veterinary surgeons and could do much for the Society 


on the Sunday morning, and unknown to him, on the 
following Friday the inspector came and said there were 
no symptoms of disease. The bowels were by that time 
putrid, and they knew the difficulty of forming a correct 
opinion after putrefaction set in. 


Mr. ASHLEY said that twice that week he had been | 


called to pigs which had been ailing and which died. | ; - ; 
He made a post mortem and failed to find swine fever. | of the National, and had done a lot for this Society. 


Were they still obliged to report to the police ? 

The CuarrMan : I think not, 

Mr. ASHLEY said the magistrates expressed the opinion 
at Cockermouth that any illness in swine must be 
reported by the owner. 

Mr. Roprnson said he was veterinary inspector for 
Carlisle, and he certified to the police after a post-mor- 
tem that it was not a case of swine fever. 

The CHarrMAN : Who engaged you? 

Mr. Rosrnson : The police. 

The CHAIRMAN said that was different. 

Mr. Roprnson mentioned a case of anthrax, in which 
his certificate fee went to another veterinary, and he had 


a microscopical examination to make and got nothing. 


The CHarRMAN said the Board of Agriculture used 
veterinary surgeons very badly. The veterinary sur- 


geon should be the inspector in his own district. 


Mr. ASHLEY said he was sorry to say the Board had 





‘ ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 
Mr. RosBrnson proposed Mr. ey es, Aspat- 
ria, a8 President, and said it would be a compliment to 
Mr. Thompson to elect him as he had worked hard for 


| the Society for many years 


The:CHAIRMAN fell in with Mr. Robinson’s views, and 


in which he was sens interested. He had held the 
office of Secretary and Treasurer a considerable number 


_of years, ahd it was as little as they could do to offer 


him the chair for the ensuing season. 
Mr. GARNETT said Mr. Thompson was an old member 


This motion was unanimously agreed to. 
Mr. GaRNETT was re-elected Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer. 
THE Next MEETING. 
It was decided on the motion of the CHAIRMAN, that 
the summer meeting be held at Windermere, in con- 
junction with the National in September. 


EXPERIENCES IN AFRICA. 

Mr. W. McKie recounted, by request, some of his ex- 
periences in the South African campaign. He described 
the character of the horses dealt with at Kimberley, where 
he was stationed, and the manner in which the Boers 
treated their ponies. He showed a horse shoe made 
from the plates of waggon springs, and nails also rudely 
made, and also gave incidents in the daily life of the 
horse on the veldt. 

Mr. McKie was heartily thanked, and was afterwards 
the guest of the Society at dinner at the Central Hotel. 











DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 & 1896. 


SUMMARY OF REetuRNs, WEEK ENDING JULY 11, 1903. 
























































Foot- Glanders 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Rabies. Swine Fever. 
Disease. Farcy) 
; | Cases SUE 
Period. g s| 3 s| g | | Confirmed. 2 z % 23 
® ® 2 ——— 2Qoae 
fag] 2 ia] 8 |¢¢] . 1.3] 2 | aae 
2 £2] 82 |83] 64 |£2] 612868 a PAR = 
= ES = aS S aa S ="5 = 225° 
Oo | Oo |4 o |< A |Oog] o |@ 
fears | | ; 
No. | No. | No. | No. | No. | No. | No. No. No. | No. 
Week ended July 11 1903 ‘i 14) a]. | .. | 87 | i Geran Go 29 | 139 
1902 1s | 30 99} 4]..) 9 50-200 
Corresponding week in 4 1901 ee 5 | 6 32 | 44 ce | oe 78 413 
1900 aa 6 | 16 22 2 .. sa 44 253 
| | 
Total for 28 weeks, 1903 i ae 459 | 725 | wt 756 (1245 rw 7 933 4,453 
| 
1902 as 404 665 1 120 } 618 1119 12 11 981 4,516 
Corresponding period in { 1901 aa 871 | 520 12 | 669 | 711 (1218 1 1 2,285 | 11,106 
1900 os 313 | 518 § | 123 } 588 1009 oe ee 1,277 13,392 





Norse.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Board of Agriculture, July 14th, 1903. 
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CONGRESS OF THE SANITARY INSTITUTE. 
CONFERENCE OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 


Address by Cuartes Drapsiz, M.R.C.VS., President 
" of the Conference. 


Gentlemen,—My first duty is to extend to you a 
hearty welcome to the City of Bradford. I trust we 
shall have a very successful meeting, and that through 
your deliberations not only this city but the community 
at large may benefit therefrom. I am almost ata loss 
how to address you, so will content myself with general- 
ising on veterinary sanitary science. Only in quite 
recent: times has the public fully recognised that the 
veterinary surgeon occupies a small but important part 
in the protection of public health. me 

For some years past the annual Congress of the Sani- 
tary Institute has afforded an opportunity for the dis- 
cussion of some of the special sanitary subjects which 


the veterinarian is most closely connected with. The ; 


close connections of the subjects with the general science 
of sanitation and hygiene will perhaps be made more 
convincing if I refer very shortly to what has been 
done. 

More than once at their meetings has tuberculosis in 
the domestic animals been discussed and stress laid 
upon the importance of the disease in relation to meat 
and milk. Since Koch expressed a doubt as to the in- 
fection of man by means of the bovine bacillus, less im- 
portance has been attached to the disease by many 
persons. 

Fortunately many scientists and some pessimists have 
recognised the necessity of arriving at the truth, and ex- 
periments are now being carried out with a hope that 
some settlement of the question may be arrived at. 
Meantime we must wait patiently for the result of the 
research, but we cannot overlook what has been done. 


- Whether the bovine disease is dangerously infectious to 


man we may accept asa disputed point, but whether 
the human disease is infective to calves and other 
animals is beyond dispute. It may not be logical to 
conclude that because a disease is communicable from 
the human to bovine it must also be communicable from 
bovine to man. But in the absence of proof to the 
contrary it behoves all authorities to protect the popu- 
lation against possible danger. 

Supposing Koch’s dicta to be supported by the re- 
searches now in progress, we get rid of what ought to be 
a strong argument in favour of action being taken to 
control tuberculosis in domestic animals. If the bovine 
disease is really acutely dangerous to man, it is incon- 
ceivable that a determined effort to suppress it should 
not be undertaken by Government. But whatever re- 
sult the Royal Commission may arrive at, there is still 
sufficient reason for an attempt being made to control 
the disease amongst animals. Meat is essential to the 
life and health of our population. A disease which 


causes great loss to stock owners should not be left to | 


pursue its destructive course. 

Another important part in connection with bovine and 
vorcine tuberculosis is the loss sustained by butchers. 
Seizures of diseased carcases take place every day ; and 
the butcher who has purchased an apparently healthy 
bullock, or cow, or pig, is unjustly penalized by its 
seizure—after death has disclosed a condition quite un- 
suspected. Surely if anyone ought to suffer loss for the 
popeanee of disease it 1s the person who sold to the 
utcher the diseased animal. 0 call the butcher’s loss 
a “trade risk” is only to express half a truth. . 
fire, water, or accident is a trade risk prope 
because unavoidable. The presence o 
disease is not unavoidable. Latent defects in machiner 
cause accidents, and are accepted as trade risks = ated 
they are not apparent and cannot be detected. Tuber- 


Loss by 
rly named 
contagious 


culosis is a “latent defect,” but it can be detected, and 
| the stock owner is able at small expense to detect the 
disease before he sells to his butcher. 

The matter of payment of compensation to a butcher 
for his loss entailed in having a carease seized may, by 
‘some people, be called a controversial question ; but in 
‘my opinion all the arguments are in favour of the 
‘butcher. Losses inflicted on individuals for the public 
good, when the loss is not due to any fault of the victim, 
should be shared by the public. The butcher, I believe, 
| would not ask for the full value of his property. He 
| would welcome a fair compensation. , 
| At the present time our laws provide for the protection 
| of milk consumers against the supposed danger of tuber- 
culous infection in milk. The regulations are clumsy 
and incomplete. A cow with a tuberculous udder may 
be compulsorily removed from a cow shed ; but there is 
no law to prevent its being sold, and thus finding its way 
| to another cow-shed where it may not be discovered for 
some time, if ever. If, instead of relying on the insuf- 
ficient regulations af the Dairies and Milkshops Order, 
the diseases in cattle were scheduled even in Diseases of 
Animals Acts, the proceedings would be safer and surer, 
and “wasters” and “piners” would be attended to as 
well as the cow with local signs of disease in the udder. 

Other diseases dangerous to the life and health of man 
have been before these congresses. It has been pointed 
out that rabies, glanders, and anthrax, which are most 
fatal to human beings, can only attack man by trans- 
mission from diseased animals. So far as rabies is con- 
cerned, the Government has recognised that the only 
way to protect man is to stamp the disease out amongst 
animals. Rigid rules have been enforced and the disease 
has disappeared. I believe it is five years since a human 
life was lost from hydrophobia. 

Glanders still prevails widely, and human lives are 
sacrificed every year to this horrible disease. The only 
reason why glanders exists is because the Board of Agri- 
culture has not yet learned what is necessary for its 
eradication, and because the medical profession and the 
public bring no pressure to bear on the Government 
authorities. That this disease might be easily and rapidly 
stamped out is the opinion of the veterinary profession, 
and that nothing is done by the Board of Agriculture is 
a sample of departmental inefficiency. 

Anthrax is another disease which kills human beings. 
The prevalence amongst live stock in this kingdom is 
being permitted to increase, and I incline to the belief 
that its increase is due to repeated introductions of the 
disease from abroad. Outbreaks have been directly 
| traced to imported manures, to ‘imported feeding-cakes, 
| to more than one cargo of imported oats, and we all 
_ know that the disease is imported in hides, wool, and 
| hair. Asa townsman of Bradford I should be the last to 
| suggest the enforcement of regulations against imported 
| raw material necessary for trade. If a trade affords a 
| livelihood to thousands it would be absurd to strangle it 
by legal enactments because a fractional percentage of 
| workers might be injured or killed by it. The greatest 

care 1s now taken to protect those who work with foreign 
_Wool, hair and hides. There are two suggestions I ven- 
_ture to make. 

(1). That the refuse of all manufactories which may 
be infected with anthrax, should be thoroughly dis- 
infected before being mixed with manure and taken on 
to farms. 

(2) That where it is known any foreign port sends us 
repeated supplies of infection, that port should be 
8¢ eduled and treated just as is a port from which 

_“Foot-and-Mouth Disease” is sent. Just as it is im- 





portent that disease in animals should not be allowed to 
> transmitted to man, so is it that diseases of ma, 
with no connection with animals, should not be charg 
There is an idea that some diseases 0 


to the animal. 
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man may be due to conditions in animals not recognised 
by the veterinary surgeon. When evidence is adduced 
of this it will be time to take action, but so far as we 
know of no facts to warrant the statement that any 
domestic animals suffer from any disease not recognised 
by veterinarians which can be transmitted to man and 


give rise to a specific malady, that the causal organisms | 
of disease may obtain access to milk after removal from | 


the cow and cause fatal epidemics in the human subject, 
isa fact. That a cow, suffering from some unrecognised 
inalady, may infect its milk and thus cause a definite 
disease in man, is not a fact. 

My reason for inserting this is that great injury may 
be inflicted on the owner of cows if action is based upon 
this theory. In 1878 an outbreak of scarlet fever in a 


northern suburb of London was really credited to the | 


cows on a certain dairy farm. The supply of milk was 
stopped, the dairyman was put to a loss of £1000, an 
so worried that he died next year. The investigations 
made into this case by the Veterinary Department of 
the Privy Council showed conclusively that the cows 
had only suffered from cow pox, a well-recognised and’ 
very harmless disease. For years after the issue of the 
veterinary department’s report, no more was heard of 
this very unfortunate theory, but I notice that in May 
last an outbreak of disease (see British Medical Journal, 
May 23rd, page 122-5) in Sheftield was laid to the charge 
of the cows and this pathological error revived to account 
for it. 

We veterinarians desire to give all the assistance we 
can to prevent the spread of disease of animals to man. 
We also desire to protect our clients, the stock owners, 
from consequent interference and loss due to theories 
which have‘no true basis. Our knowledge of the diseases 
of animals is necessary addition to the knowledge of 
the diseases of man possessed by medical men, if the 
_ are to be protected from the danger of transmissi- 
vle disease. Among pathologists this is fully recognised, 
but it is a fact not quite appreciated by the public or 
local authorities. 

Having now I hope shown very carefully how _neces- 
sary is the aid of veterinary science in general pathology, 
let me say a few words as to its practical application. 
If our usefulness were limited to the aid we can give in 
the case of the diseases mentioned, I think I have said 


enough to demonstrate the need of a veterinary officer 
-on the staff of all local authorities. But there are other 


claims I must advance in favour of the larger and wider 
use of veterinary knowledge. 

Meat inspection is daily becoming more genera}ly re- 
cognised as a necessity, not because butchers need more 
attention than other tradesmen, but because their busi- 
ness is more closely connected than others with public 
health ; good and bad meat are not simple materials 
which can be distinguished by any untrained person. At 
present meat inspection is adopted in some places and 
notin others. It is fairly carried out in some large 
towns whilst in others it is muddled through anyhow. 
The official who is legally responsible for distinguishing 
good meat from bad is the inspector of nuisances. Ex- 
perience and intelligence have in many cases made these 
officers competent inspectors, but in the majority of 
cases they are quite incompetent for the task, and con- 
sequently either the butcher or the public suffers. An 
incompetent inspector may pass bad meat and he may 
seize what is quite fit for human consumption. There 
1s only one man who by his training and experience is 
capable of recognising the various conditions seen in 
carcases and of estimating their effect upon the meat, 
and that man is the veterinary surgeon. If I have 
shown that veterinarians are from their training and 
knowledge possessed of acquirements necessary to the 
really effective sanitary protection of human beings, it 
follows logically that they should be utilised in the public 
service. Local authorities desirous of having a complete 


| 
staff of professional advisers cannot dispense with the 
aid of a veterinary officer. 

Animal life in every district is numerically little short 
of human life, and the reaction of one upon the other for 
good or ill is a matter that the progress of modern 
pathology brings more and more into prominence as the 
years pass by, and as science becomes more exact and 
more practically useful. And now to your deliberations 

' gentlemen. 











* CLAIMING EXEMPTION. 


__ At Dorset Quarter Sessions, Mr. Whitley Baker, Wim- 
borne, on his name being called on the Grand Jury, said 
he claimed exemption from service on the ground that 
' his profession of a veterinary surgeon released him. The 
| question had been settled, he believed, in one of the Irish 
_Courts.—Mr. Baker was asked to step into the Grand 
' Jury box, and when the list had been gone through the 
| Chairman, addressing Mr. Baker, said he did not know 
. whether his claim was correct, but that was not the 
sroper time nor the place to make objection to serve. 

very year a list of jurymen was put on the church 
doors and other places by the overseers, and that was 
the time when he should ask for his name to be taken 
off the list. But as longas his name stayed on the list 
he was liable to serve-—Mr. Baker asked whether the 
same explanation applied to medical practitioners. The 
Chairman : You can claim exemption at the time when 
the jury lists are published. But we can excuse you to- 
day, at any rate, as we have more jurymen than we 
require—Mr. Baker: Thank you, sir.—-Three other 
jurymen having pressing engagements, were excused 
from serving.— Western Gazette, July 3, 1903. 


i 
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Alleged Cruelty. 


At Marlborough Street, Frederick Freeman, job 
master, of Camberwell Road, was summoned before Mr. 
Denman for causing cruelty to two horses, and William 
Dinnis, his carman, of Abbey Street, Bermondsey, was 
summoned for cruelly ill-treating them. William Green 
an officer in the employment of the R.S.P.C.A. said 
that on June 24th he saw the defendant Dinnis coming 
from the direction of Grosvenor Place. He was in 
charge of two horses attached to a van laden with 
over three tons of corn. He was thrashing the horses, 
and, owing to their condition, the witness told him to 
desist and to draw on to the side of the road. On 
Se the horses he found that they were thoroughly 
exhausted. 

Sir George Wombwell deposed that on the day in 
question he saw the horses. They were in a most dis- 
tressed condition, being merely skin‘and bone. One of 
them had a large sore on the off shoulder. He thought 
the case such a gross one that he told the ofticer of the 
R.S.P.C.A. he was willing to attend Court and give evi 
dence. 

Evidence having been given in support of the charge 
| by Mr. W. Kirk, veterinary surgeon, Mr. Herbert King, 
| veterinary surgeon, deposed that on June 25 he exain- 
‘ined the horses and was of opinion that they were in a 

fair condition and perfectly well able to work. In 
defence, it was urged that June 24 was a very hot day 
_and that the horses got distressed owing to the excessive 
heat.—Mr. Denman said he felt inclined to ignore «Ito- 
gether the evidence of the veterinary surgeons, whose 
evidence was conflicting. There was, however, the evi- 
dence of Sir George Wombwell, a distinguished amateur 
judge of horses, who in this case had voluntarily come 
forward as a witness in the cause of humanity. He did 
not think there could be better or more convincing evi- 
dence. Freeman would, therefore, be fined £3, with 25s. 
costs,and Dinnis would have to pay £2, with 4s. costs. 
—The Times. 
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Elephants as Patients. 


Veterinary surgeons have a great variety of patients. 
Army “vets.” are called upon to treat oxen, camels, and 
elephants, while private practitioners are consulted upon 
sick canaries,. parrots, cavies, rabbits. Diagnosis 1s not 
the only difficulty among the less familiar species of 
domesticated animals ; administration of medicines to 
the members of a menagerie, or a truculent elephant, 
often tax the ingenuity of doctor and attendant, and 
many are the schemes to get physic taken by animals 
which are too big to control and too cunning to be 
tricked. A circus proprietor in Berlin (Busch) has 
recently lost two elephants from perforation of the 
bowels, caused by parasites (Uncinaria papivatum ), 
and the remainder of the herd have been put on santonin. 
The dose has not been stated, but it would necessarily 
be a very large one, and for tenia, if reckoned on the 
scale employed for dogs, would be enormous ; most 
veterinary surgeons agreeing that two grains of areca to 
each pound weight of the patient is not too much. How 
much, therefore, would an elephant, weighing two tons 
or more, require ? 





Personal. 


Squarrk.—On July 15th, at Mowbray, Reigate, the 
wife of Charles A. Squair, of a daughter. 








ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, Patt MALL, July 10. 


The appointment of Civilian Veterinary Surgeon H. 
Kirby to a Commission as Veterinary-Lieutenant, which 
was notified in the Gazette of May 15, 1903, is cancelled. 

July 14, 

Vet.-Capt. F. B. Drage, Royal Horse Guards, to be 

Veterinary-Major. 





OBITUARY 

We regret to hear of the death of Veterinary-Lieut.- 
Colonel George Rayment, F.R.C.V.S., late Army Veteri- 
nary Department, from abscess of the liver, on July 7th, 
1903, in the Northern Nigeria Protectorate, West 
Africa, at the age of 53. 

Col. Rayment was born May 2nd, 1851, and graduated 
from the Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, 
April 17th, 1871, entered the Army 24th July, 1872, 
agen veterinary surgeon Ist class 15th Feb., 1883 ; 

et.-Captain 26th Sept., 1891 ; Vet.-Major 15th Feb. 
1893 ; Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel August, 1898. Retired on 
11th June, 1902, when he took up an appointment under 
the Government of Northern Nigeria. 


Wark SERVICEs. 

Afghan War, 1880-1881, expedition against the Atchak 
zais. Medal. 

Egyptian Expedition, 1882, action at Masamah. Medal 

Bronze Star, promoted Vet. Surgeon Ist Class, 

Soudan Expedition, 1885, Suakin. Mentioned in 
Despatches, Clasp. 

Waziristan ——. 1894-1895. As Veterinary Officer 
to the Delimitation Escort, and afterwards as Vety. 
Officer to the Ist Brigade. Action at Wana. Men- 
tioned in Despatches, London Gazette, 14th June 

“ 1895. pay and Clasp. 

perations in Chitral, 1895. With the Relief F 
: ; , . orce. 
Mentioned in Des vatches, London Gazette. 15th 
November, 1895. Medal and Clasp. 
— waa a West Frontier of India, 1897- 
- With Tochi Field Force as I ing Veteri 
nary Officer. Clasp. pitt: ac 
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| South African War, 1899-1900. Acting Principal Veteri-: 
nary Officer, also Senior Veterinary Officer, Lines: 
of Communication, Cape Town. Medal and Clasps.. 


Col. Rayment performed much service with the Indian: 


Government in a civil capacity, viz. : 
With the Remount Commission in Persia, 1886 ; re- 
ceived the thanks of the Government of India. 
Served as Assistant Superindendent, Horse Breeding 
Operations, North West Provinces and Rajputana. 
Superintendent, Civil Veterinary Department, North 
West Provinces and Oude. ; 
Principal, Bombay Veterinary College, and officiated 
as Inspector-General, Indian Civil Veterinary Depart- 
ment. 
Employed on_ special duty in Kumaon in 1890 in the 
investigation of cattle plague. | 
He was author of two works on the camel, and had 
assed the Interpreters examination in Persian and 
high proficiency in Hindustani. 





Joun Roatre Cox, F.R.C.V.S., Earl’s Court, 8.W. 
Graduated, Lond: May, 1849. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE SOUTH AFRICAN MEDAL. 





Sir, 

I am about to trouble you with a grievance in the 
hope that by so doing I may arrive at means of redress. 

Tread the A.V.D. for twelve months as C.V.S. in 
S. Africa, and during half that time I was veterinary 
officer to a marching column, so that I can legitimately 
claim to have been on active service. Now for the 
grievance. It is nearly a year since I returned home 
and I seem to be as:far off as ever I was from obtaining 
the promised medal. I applied to the A.V.D. and was 
referred a that body to the-War Office. I have made 
three applications there during the last nine months 
and have received the stereot reply that my letter 
on the subject of the South African medal should “ re- 
ceive attention.” This may be true, but it could not by 
the wildest stretch of imagination be considered prompt 
attention. 

Without wishing to pose as a paragon, I can assure 
you that my term of service was perfectly satisfac- 
torily passed, not only to myself but also to the 
officers, both veterinary and Military, under whom | 
served, which makes me feel doubly disappointed at 
not receiving the desired award. It may appear childish, 
pete it 1s, to so ardently wish for a medal ; but to 

now that one has legitimately earned and is at the 
same time powerless to obtain one, strikes me, under the 
circumstances, as being distinctly hard lines. I am not 
aware whether mine is an isolated case, or whether late 
C.V.S’s to the South African Field Force suffer from 
similar neglect in this particular. Should such be the 
case I would suggest that a combination be formed, 
and means taken (if possible) to remedy this apathetic 
condition of affairs. 

You have always been to the fore in ventilating pro 
fessional grievances and in trying to mitigate or remove 
them, and if others have been and are equally neglected 
as I, you would doubtless lend us your assistance, oF 
Suggest some means by which we may no longer remal? 
among the ranks of the 

“UNDESERVEDLY UNDECORATED.” 

Communications, Booxs anp Papers RECEIVED.—Messt’. 
T. W. Turner, H.P. Standley, H.Jarvis, J. A. Todd, 
P. McKinlay. Lt. A.J. Williams, A.V.D. F.E.P. ‘‘ U® 
deservedly Undecorated.’’ 

Cape of Good Hope Report C. V. Surgeons, 1901. Shrew* 
bury Chronicle. . 
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